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Parks and gardens
Introduction and definition

This type of open space (as defined by PPG17) includes urban parks, formal gardens
and country parks that provide opportunities for various informal recreation and
community events, within settlement boundaries.

Parks often contain a variety of facilities and amenities, including some that fall within
different classifications of open space, e.g. children’s play facilities, sport pitches and
wildlife areas. For classification purposes, the different open spaces within parks
have been separated according to the PPG17 typology under which they most
appropriately fall.

Large green areas, footpaths, lakes and less dense woodland will provide the park

area (total hectares) and the other facilities will be calculated separately under their
own classification. This ensures that open space sites are not counted twice within

the PPG17 assessment.

Parks provide a sense of place for the local community and help to address social
inclusion issues within wider society. According to the recently published Park Life
Report (June 2007), 83% of those questioned feel that parks are a focal point of
community life. Parks also provide an important recreational resource, and many
residents enjoy visiting parks to walk or to undertake more physical exercise.

The Active People survey reveals that walking is the most popular recreational
activity for people in England. Over eight million adults aged 16 and over did a
recreational walk for at least 30 minutes in the last four weeks. Provision of parks
therefore represents a key opportunity to increase levels of physical activity across
the local population and to subsequently address health inequalities, which is a key
target of the Council, as detailed within the Community Plan.

In addition to the recreational opportunities provided by parks, these large green sites
provide structural and landscaping benefits to the surrounding local area. They also
frequently offer ecological benefits, particularly in more urban areas. The provision of
parks to break up urban landscapes is becoming increasingly important, particularly
in light of growing fears regarding climate change and the role that provision of green
space can play in reducing this impact.

Larger facilities tend to attract users from a wider catchment than the smaller parks
and tend to have a higher local profile. There are a number of larger sites within the
borough including:

Cedars Park — a small but highly significant historical public park located on
the edge of Cheshunt and Waltham Cross. The park lies within the ruins of
Theobalds Palace and provides formal green space with a diverse variety of
wildlife with wild flowers, trees and shrubs. Park features include tearooms,
ornamental gardens and woodland. This is a key site for the Council,
demonstrated by a recent Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) application to further
enhance the quality of provision and invest in the site. A draft Conservation
Management Plan for the park proposes key areas for improvement, relating
to improving and refurbishing ancillary facilities, as well as improving
accessibility. The park is popular with residents’ with important historic
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features, and the Management Plan aims at increasing the heritage value
profile of the site

Barclay Park — comprises recreational grassland and a man made lake. The
Council has again demonstrated the value of the site to the local community
by recent works to improve access to and around the site

Cheshunt Park — a country park providing the largest open space in the
borough with the widest range of facilities. The site includes a large children’s
play facility and is adjacent to Cheshunt Park Golf Course. 90% of the site is
grassland with wildflower meadows and woodland areas, and therefore for
the purposes of this study has been classified as natural and semi-natural
greenspace (NSN). Only the formal grassland area of the park has been
classified within the parks and garden typology. The local strategic
importance of Cheshunt Park is evident by its attainment of the Green Flag
award — the nationally recognised quality accreditation for parks. This award
was achieved in 2005 and retained in October 2007

4.8 In addition, there are a number of smaller sites within the borough. These are:

Whit Hern Park - this is an ornamental park with grassland and established
borders, which is situated in the Churchgate conservation area. An adjoining
old nursery site has just been developed by the Council in to car parking to
support activities and better access to the park.

Old Highway Recreation Ground - this community park primarily includes
play areas and recreational activities and is a highly valued site within the
northern part of the borough serving the Rye Park community.

Figure 4.1 Barclay Park (Site ID 26)
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Context

4.9 There are no specific standards relating to the quantity of parks and gardens in the
borough. However, within the Council’s Local Plan 2001/11, there are details
regarding the Council's objectives in respect of the provision and retention of
community, leisure and recreation facilities. Those that are specific to parks and
garden provision are as follows:

to develop and protect existing facilities for community use and sport and
recreation generally as identified in the Community Plan

to identify a hierarchy of open space including parks

to ensure that adequate provision is made for a wide range of community
sporting and leisure activities commensurate with the demands of the
population of the borough

to ensure provision of parks, open space, sports and community and
recreational facilities keeps pace with new development/population trends.

Consultation
4.10 Consultation undertaken as part of the study highlighted the following key issues:

parks and gardens are one of the most frequently used types of open space
within the borough of Broxbourne, with 66% of respondents to the household
survey indicating that they use them more than once a month This equates to
approximately 1.4 million visits per year. Only 7% of respondents indicated
that they never visit parks and garden sites

Cedars Park is the most frequented park, and of the highest quality. It is also
the site that is most valued by the community. Site specific consultation is
currently underway for this site, which is supported by a project planning grant
from the HLF

the wider benefits of parks are far reaching, and it is evident that many
residents use parks for informal recreation and walks, reinforcing the health
benefits that these spaces offer. Parks were seen as a focal point of the
community, encouraging social interaction and acting as a meeting place for
the old and the young.

P&G 1 Maximise the role that parks and garden sites can play in striving to
increase participation in health and physical activity across the
borough by effectively promoting these opportunities. Consider and
develop the provision of alternative means of exercise such as
walks, fithess and walk trails, outdoor gyms and ‘play’ activities and
facilities.
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Quantity of existing provision

4.11 The provision of parks and gardens across Broxbourne borough is summarised in
Table 4.1. As detailed above, the majority of Cheshunt Park has been categorised
as natural semi-natural open space and is therefore predominantly considered in
Section 5 of this report. In addition, a number of sites such as Station Road, Pound
Close and Grundy Park have also been categorised under other PPG17 typologies
based on their primary purpose.

Table 4.1 — Provision of parks and gardens across B roxbourne borough

Analysis Areas Population Total Number of | Hectares per

(2001 provision sites 1,000
Census) (hectares) population

AAl (Waltham Cross 13,171 9.02 1 0.685

& Theobalds)

AA2 (Cheshunt 14,616 0.00 0 0.000

Central & Cheshunt

North)

AA3 (Goffs Oak, Bury 24,981 4.00 2 0.160

Green, Rosedale &
Flamstead End)

AA4 (Hoddesdon 13,741 2.20 1 0.160
North & Rye Park)

AA5 (Hoddesdon 6,276 9.47 1 1.509
Town)

AA6 (Wormley, 14,269 0.00 0 0.000
Turnford &

Broxbourne)

Overall 87,054 24.69 5 0.284

4.12 The key issues emerging from Table 4.2 and consultations relating to the quantity of
provision of parks and gardens across the borough include:

the majority of the borough’s parks and gardens open space provision is
within the Waltham Cross and Hoddesdon Town analysis areas. This is made
up respectively of Cedars Park and Barclay Park, both of which provide over
nine hectares of open space

in contrast the Cheshunt analysis area and the Wormley, Turnford &
Broxbourne analysis area have no parks and garden provision

there is a single park within the Hoddesdon North & Rye Park analysis area.
This is Old Highway Recreation Ground and provides circa two hectares of
open space

the Goffs Oak, Bury Green, Rosedale & Flamstead End analysis area

benefits from two park and garden sites — Whit Hern Park and Cheshunt
Park, which provide a combined total of four hectares of open space
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4.13

71% of respondents stated that there is ‘more than enough’ or an ‘about right’
level of overall park provision across the borough. 26% of respondents
indicated that there are ‘not enough’ parks in the borough

the overall view on adequate provision is reflected across all analysis areas
with over 65% of respondents satisfied with existing levels of park provision in
each of the six analysis areas

the highest levels of satisfaction were in the Hoddesdon Town and the
Hoddesdon North & Rye Park analysis areas (at 78%), and lowest levels of
satisfaction in the Wormley, Turnford & Broxbourne and the Waltham Cross &
Theobalds analysis area (66% of respondents rating quantity as ‘more than
enough’ or ‘about right’).

Setting provision standards — quantity

The recommended local quantity standard for parks and gardens has been derived
from the local needs consultation and audit of provision and is summarised below.
Full justification for the local standard is provided within Appendix J.

Quantity standard (see Appendices J and K)

Existing level of provision Recommended standard

0.284 ha per 1,000 population 0.284 ha per 1,000 population

Justification

The current level of provision in Broxbourne borough is 0.284 ha per 1,000
population. There are a number of large park and garden sites distributed across
the borough, including Cedars Park and Barclay Park. As a result of these larger
more strategic sites, there are significant pockets of deficiency which are outside of
the recommended distance threshold. However, feedback from the majority of
respondents to the household survey is that the current level of provision of parks
and gardens across the borough is adequate. This view is reflective of respondents
from all analysis areas.

The household survey findings indicate that there is a general level of satisfaction
amongst borough residents as to the provision of formal park space in Broxbourne
borough. This suggests that the major parks, such as Cedars Park, are popular
sites and people are willing to travel to them to use the full range of facilities and
activities on offer. It is therefore recommended that the Council adopt a local
guantity standard equivalent to the current level of provision in Broxbroune borough
(ie 0.284 ha per 1,000 population). This will enable the Council to focus on
improvements to the quality of parks and gardens, which will increase levels of
usage and facilitate the pursuit of quality standards, such as attaining Green Flag
status. In addition, this will allow locational deficiencies in provision to be addressed
in areas that do not meet the borough wide local accessibility standard. The
application of the accessibility standards should be undertaken alongside the
amenity greenspace and natural and semi-natural greenspace provision, as this will
support the prioritisation of quantitative increases.

Given the population growth anticipated to 2021, it will be important for the Council
to enhance accessibility to existing parks and gardens, including sites that lie on the
edge of the borough, such as Lee Valley Regional Park. For example, by improving
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4.14

4.15

4.16

routes to them, access points to the individual sites, as well as maintaining quality
standards in the face of likely increasing visitor numbers as the population grows.

Quality of existing provision

The quality of existing parks and gardens in the borough was assessed through site
assessments and is set out in Table 4.2. Detailed comments from each site
assessment can be found in the Access database that accompanies this study. It is
important to note that site assessments are conducted as a snap shot in time and are
therefore reflective of the quality of the site on one specific day.

The site assessments rated each site within the audit against a series of quality
criteria, including cleanliness, signage and provision of ancillary facilities.

The Green Flag Award is the national standard for parks and greenspace, and
provides a benchmark of excellence in recreational green areas. One park in the
borough, Cheshunt Park, has achieved this accreditation in Broxbourne borough

during 2007.
Table 4.2 — Quality of parks and gardens across Bro  xbourne borough
Analysis Area Number | Range of | Average Lowest Highest
of sites quality quality quality quality
scores scores site(s) site(s)
(%) (%)
AAl (Waltham 1 76 76 Cedars Park (Site ID 144)
Cross &
Theobalds)
AA2 (Cheshunt 0 N/A N/A N/A
Central &
Cheshunt North)
AA3 (Goffs Oak, 2 71 71 Whit Hern Park (Site ID 83)/
Bury Green, Cheshunt Park (Site ID 89)
Rosedale &
Flamstead End)
AA4 (Hoddesdon 1 69 69 Old Highway Recreation
North & Rye Park) Ground (Site ID 17)
AA5 (Hoddesdon 1 66 66 Barclay Park (Site ID 26)
Town)
AAG6 (Wormley, 0 N/A N/A N/A
Turnford &
Broxbourne)
Overall 5 66 — 72 71 Barclay Cedars Park
Park (Site (Site ID 144)
ID 26)

4.17 The key issues emerging from Table 4.2 and the consultation relating to the quality of
parks and gardens include:
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4.18

the overall quality of Broxbourne borough’s parks and gardens is deemed to
be good. There is minimal variance in the quality scores between the five
sites across the borough, and the average score of 71% is high

of the five sites in the borough, Cedars Park scored highest in terms of quality

58% of household survey respondents indicated that the quality of parks and
gardens in the borough is good, and with only 6% stating overall quality as
poor. There is a similar level of satisfaction across all analysis areas of the
borough

key issues raised during consultation relate to dog fouling, vandalism and
graffiti and litter, which were all rated as minor problems at parks and garden
sites across the borough

the highest rated aspirations for parks and garden sites by household survey
respondents were clean and litter free, well-kept, the provision of toilets, and
provision of flowers/trees or nature features

Barclay Park and Cedars Park were both highlighted as well used sites that
provide a high quality of open space provision.

Setting provision standards — quality

The recommended local quality vision for parks and gardens is summarised below.
Full justifications and consultation relating to the quality of provision for the local
standard is provided within Appendix L. In order to produce applicable, objective
guality standards, in conjunction with the Council a list of essential and desirable
characteristics that parks and gardens sites should comprise were agreed. This
provides a tool for future quality assessments.

Quiality standard (see Appendix L)

Recommended standard

Local consultation, national guidance and best practice suggest that the following
features are essential and desirable to local residents, and should be reflected in the
guality of park and garden provision in Broxbourne borough:

Essential features: Desirable features:

Clean and well maintained Community involvement
Safe and secure Access to toilets

A welcoming place Natural features

Plants and trees Achieve Green Flag status
Dog mess bins
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4.19

4.20

421

4.22

4.23

4.24

Justification

A quality standard has been devised which reflects both aspirations and concerns
expressed through local consultations (as demanded by PPG17) and also the Green
Flag Award criteria (the national benchmark).

In order to improve the quality of parks across the borough the Council must achieve
a quality standard that will ensure consistency and high quality provision. Attractive,
well-designed and well-maintained parks are key elements of good urban design and
are fundamentally important in delivering places in which people want to live. The
standard has been formulated to ensure that park provision is sustainable, balanced
and ultimately achievable and meets the needs/aspirations of borough residents.
The improvement of quality parks and the promotion of best practice sites such as
Cedars Park should increase local aspirations and encourage usage of parks.

It was agreed that Green Flag status and the associated criteria for attainment,
should remain the overarching aspiration for the quality of Broxbourne’s parks and
gardens, particularly for Cedars Park due to the site’s strategic value.

Current position — accessibility

Parks and gardens are the most popular type of open space across the borough, with
66% of respondents stating that they use park and garden sites more than once a
month and 39% of respondents to the household survey stating that they use parks
and gardens more frequently than any other typology.

Household survey responses indicated that the majority of users (68%) walk to parks
and garden open space sites. Of those respondents who use park and garden open
space sites most frequently, 34% responded that their current duration of travel is
between 10 and 15 minutes, 28% take less than 5 minutes and 25% between 5 to 10
minutes.

Setting provision standards — accessibility

The accessibility of sites is paramount in maximising usage as well as providing an
opportunity for all people to use the site. The recommended local standard is set in
the form of a distance threshold and is derived directly from the findings of the local
consultation.

Site-specific accessibility issues were also analysed as part of the programme of site
visits where information and signage, transport and general issues were assessed.

Consultation and analysis highlights that the key issues with regards accessibility
include:

the majority of respondents (68%) to the household survey indicated walking
as their preferred method of travel to parks and garden open space sites,
followed by travelling by car (20%)
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these overall findings are reflected across the six analysis areas. 85% of
those residing in the Hoddesdon Town analysis area indicated walking as
their preferred method of travel. A higher percentage of people living in the
Bury Green, Flamstead End, Goffs Oak & Rosedale analysis area (30%)
expect to travel by car

45% of respondents to the school survey stated that they usually walk to
parks, with a journey of less than 10 minutes for more than 80%

in terms of the length of time respondents would expect to travel to parks and
gardens, 80% indicated a walk time of less than 10 minutes and 92% less
than 15 minutes

in terms of how far respondents are willing to walk to park and gardens sites,
the 75th percentile is 15 minutes. If assessed at each analysis area level, the
75th percentile is 15 minutes in Bury Green, Flamstead End, Goffs Oak &
Rosedale and Hoddesdon North & Rye Park but 10 minutes in the remaining
four analysis areas, which reflects the modal response.

4.25 The recommended local accessibility standard for parks and gardens is summarised
below. Full justification for the local standard is provided within Appendix M.

Recommended standard

15 minute walk time (720m*)

Justification

Consultation highlights a clear emphasis in favour of walking to park and garden
sites in the borough. Current usage patterns show that 68% of users walk to park
and garden sites. 68% of respondents to the household survey indicated that they
expect to walk to this typology.

In terms of the duration of travel, of the respondents that currently use parks and
gardens, 34% take between a 10 to 15 minute walk to reach their preferred park
and garden site. The modal response on the expected duration to walk to a park
and garden site was 10 minutes (68%) with 12% indicating a 15-minute walk time.
These results are reflective across all analysis areas, with the modal response
being between 10 to 15 minutes for all. The 75th percentile level, which has been
derived in line with the PPG17 Companion Guide, is a 15-minute walk time. Again,
this is reflective across all analysis areas where the 75th percentile is 15-minute
walk time for the Hoddesdon Town and Wormley, Turnford & Broxbourne analysis
areas and a 10-minute walk time for all other analysis areas.

It is recommended that a 15-minute walk time is set as the local standard, reflecting
the 75th percentile level in the household survey responses (as recommended by
the PPG17 Companion Guide). Although this represents a slightly higher response
than the modal response in the household survey (10 minute walk), it will ensure
that parks are equitably distributed across the borough and help to ensure that
parks are viewed as the focal point of the community. The shorter distance
threshold for amenity greenspace will ensure that all residents have access to more
local informal open space.

*a straight-line distance of 720m has been used rather than the pedestrian distance of 1200m. This is
based on average walking distances reduced by a factor of 40% to account for the fact that people do
not walk in the straight lines. The 40% factoring is based on the approach set out in the NPFA Six Acre
Standard.
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4.26

4.27

4.28

4.29

Applying provision standards

The application of the recommended quality, quantity and accessibility standards is
essential in understanding the existing distribution of open space sport and
recreation facilities and identifying areas where provision is insufficient to meet local
need.

The quantity standards enable the identification of areas that do not meet the
minimum provision standards, while the accessibility standards will help determine
where those deficiencies are of high importance. Applying the standards together is a
much more meaningful method of analysis than applying the standards separately.

The future level of provision required across Broxbourne borough to satisfy the local
guantity standard is summarised in Table 4.3. Areas of under provision are shown as
negatives and areas of surplus are shown as positives.

Table 4.3 Applying quantity standards
Analysis area Future balance (2021)
against local standard
(0.284 ha per 1,000
population)

AA1l (Waltham Cross & Theobalds)
AA2 (Cheshunt Central & Cheshunt North)

AA3 (Goffs Oak, Bury Green, Rosedale &
Flamstead End)

AA4 (Hoddesdon North & Rye Park)
AA5 (Hoddesdon Town)
AA6 (Wormley, Turnford & Broxbourne)

Overall
Green = above the standard; Red = below the standard.

The key headlines in relation to the quantity of provision include:

there is a strong perception amongst those engaged through the consultation
exercise that the borough is currently well provided for in terms of parks and
gardens

current levels of provision equate to circa 0.284 ha per 1,000 population

the local quantity standard has been set at the current level of provision
applying the recommended local quantity standard against the projected
population in 2021 reveals that there are likely to be deficiencies in four of the
six analysis areas

only provision in the Waltham Cross and Hoddesdon Town analysis areas
exceeds the minimum standard. This is where Cedars Park and Barclay Park

are respectively located. Overall, given projected increases in population, a
potential shortfall of 1.99 hectares has been identified for 2021.
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4.30

4.31

4.32

Whilst this table provides a starting point for the quantitative application of the local
standards, it is particularly important to consider the spatial location of parks and their
geographical relationships to one another. As the household survey indicates, parks
are major facilities that may attract a significant proportion of their users from across
the authority and potentially from outside of the borough.

All five park and garden sites within the borough are well used and of strategic
significance in the local authority area, attracting high numbers of users, both from
within the Council boundaries and from further a field. Cedars Park is particularly
important along with Barclay Park and Cheshunt Park, which is the country park with
Green Flag status.

The application of the local accessibility standards for parks and gardens is set out
overleaf in Figure 4.2.
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Figure 4.2 Provision of parks and gardens in Broxbo urne borough
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4.33

4.34

4.35

4.36

4.37

The key issues arising from the accessibility mapping regarding the distribution of
sites include:

a significant proportion of the borough is outside of the recommended
accessibility catchment of a park and garden site

only residents in Hoddesdon Town, Rye Park, Flamstead End and Bury
Green are within a recommended accessible catchment area.

Given that there is significant overlap with other typologies, such as outdoor sports
facilities, amenity greenspace and natural and semi-natural open space, the
distribution of park and garden sites has also been considered alongside the
provision of these typologies as illustrated in Figure 4.3.

As illustrated in Figure 4.3, all the main residential areas in the borough are within an
accessible catchment of a park and garden, amenity greenspace or natural and
semi-natural site. Whilst not all of these sites will provide a full range of activities,
they do provide greenspace for residents to enjoy for a variety of purposes. For
example, the majority of Cheshunt Park is classified as natural and semi-natural
open space because it is a country park.

In addition, park and garden sites that lie on the edge of the borough boundary such
as Lee Valley Regional Park should be considered when assessing accessible
catchments. Lee Valley Regional Park is a significant site that provides for
Broxbourne borough residents.

The significance of the park and garden sites in the borough should not be
underestimated. Of particular importance are the larger sites, which provide a variety
of different types of open space, including formal park provision, facilities for young
people and children and even outdoor sports facilities. These sites are of strategic
significance but do not negate the need for smaller, localised parks in close proximity
to residents’ homes.
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Figure 4.3 Provision of parks and gardens, amenity greenspace and natural
semi-natural greenspace in Broxbourne
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4.38

4.39

4.40

4.41

4.42

4.43

Applying the quantity, quality and accessibility st andards

The current supply of parks and gardens matches the recommended local standard
of 0.284 hectares per 1,000 population, reflecting the current satisfaction from local
residents as to the existing levels of park provision across the borough and the need
for this level of provision to be retained and protected. This is particularly pertinent
given the potential shortfall of circa 2 hectares that has been identified for 2021.

However, the accessibility mapping shows that there are some significant
accessibility catchment deficiencies across residential areas of the borough. Despite
the presence of these accessibility deficiencies, the distribution of sites is relatively
even, with few overlapping catchment areas.

P&G 2 Given the low number of sites within the borough, all park and garden
sites should be afforded protection.

The quality of parks is predominantly good, with an average quality score of 71%. In
light of the limited number of park sites in the borough and the value placed on parks,
the quantity of these sites should be maintained and any sites not achieving the
recommended local quality standard be improved. Achievement of Green Flag status
is the overarching aspiration for the quality of the borough’s parks and gardens.

P&G 3 Strive to achieve Green Flag quality criteria at all sites across the
borough and target improvements at all sites where quality standards
fall short through the development of appropriate management plans...

As highlighted, Cedars Park is a focal point for both residents of the borough and
visitors travelling into the borough and therefore should be promoted as an example
of good practice. To support the prominent role of Cedars Park, the Council should
seek to achieve Green Flag accreditation for the site.

P&G 4 Continue to develop and enhance Cedars Park to ensure that it meets
both local and regional needs. Promote the park as a resource for local
people and an example of good practice. The Council should seek
Green Flag accreditation at key strategic sites such as Cedars Park.

Given the high value placed on park sites in the borough, a challenging local
accessibility standard of 15 minutes walk (720m) was set. Whilst new park provision
is not a priority, in order to maximise the benefit of any new parks, additional facilities
should be targeted in locations that are currently lacking in provision. This means that
to ensure that the maximum number of residents is within the recommended
accessibility catchment of parks and gardens, any new site should be located so that
there is no overlap with the catchment of existing parks. A priority for additional
provision would therefore be in the Cheshunt and Wormley analysis areas. However,
it should be noted that the priority for the Council should be on improving quality and
access to existing sites rather than new provision.

Figure 4.3 illustrates the provision of parks in the context of amenity greenspace and
natural and semi-natural open space sites in the borough. In particular, the presence
of amenity greenspace in areas deficient of parks provide an opportunity to formalise
these spaces and better meet the needs of local residents.
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4.44

4.45

Amenity greenspace fulfils many similar functions as parks and where parks are
provided within a 10-minute walk time catchment (the recommended distance
threshold for amenity greenspace) they may negate the need for further provision of
amenity greenspace (as a higher order facility they provide a greater range of
facilities). This is further discussed in Section 6.

Application of the accessibility standards highlights a particular lack of parks in
various parts of the borough, as discussed in further detail below.

Rye Park and Hoddesdon North

Figure 4.4 Parks and garden provision in the north of the Borough

PPG17 Technical Study and Sub-Strategy Action Plan s Page 46



SECTION 4 — PARKS AND GARDENS

4.46

4.47

As detailed in Figure 4.4, in the north of the borough ie Rye Park and Hoddesdon
there is only Old Highway Recreation Ground (Site ID 17) serving residents within
this part of the borough. As a result there is a quantitative deficiency in this analysis
area both now and in the future (-1.65 and —2.01 hectares respectively). However,
Pound Close (Site ID 21) has also been classified for the purposes of this study as
an outdoor sports facility or play area (based on its primary purpose) within this area
and provides a similar function to a park and garden site to local residents. For this
reason there is no recommendation for new provision within this analysis area.

Hoddesdon Town

Barclay Park (Site ID 26) serves the residential areas of those in the Hoddesdon
Town analysis area. There is no quantitative deficiency in this analysis area, as
Barclay Park is the largest park and garden site in the borough. However. it does
have the lowest quality score. The focus should therefore be on improving existing
guality of provision at this site.

Wormley, Turnford and Broxbourne

Figure 4.5 Parks and garden provision in the Wormle vy, Turnford & Broxbourne
analysis area
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Figure 4.6 Parks and garden, amenity greenspace and  natural and semi-natural
open space provision in the Wormley, Turnford & Bro xbourne analysis area
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4.49

4.50

451

As illustrated in Figure 4.5, there is no park and garden site within the Wormley,
Turnford and Broxbourne analysis area. This means that there is a quantitative
deficiency now and in the future of circa four hectares and all residential areas within
this analysis areas are outside of an accessible catchment area.

Rather than recommend additional park and garden provision, it is important to note
existing open space sites that provide park and garden functions. For example, Baas
Common (Site ID 43) has picnic areas and parkland, but has been classified as a
natural and semi-natural open space site, serves residents within this analysis area.
In addition, to the west there is Broxbourne Woods, a significant open space site
within close proximity. However, both of these sites are separated from the main
residential areas by the A10, which impacts on the recommended walk time
catchment.

To the east of the A10 there is Station Road Recreation Ground (Site ID 33). This is
a particularly large open space site in the area that provides outdoor sports and play
facilities and is therefore a potential site for upgrading to provide park and garden
functions.

In addition, to the east, Lee Valley Regional Park lies on the borough boundary and
serves residents within this analysis area. Access to Lee Valley Regional Park should
therefore be facilitated and promoted through partnership working with the Lee Valley
Park Authority.

P&G 5 Access to Lee Valley Regional Park should be facilitated and promoted
through partnership working between the Council and the Lee Valley
Park Authority.

Cheshunt Central and Cheshunt North

Figure 4.7 Parks and garden provision in the Cheshu  nt analysis area
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4.53

Figure 4.8 Parks and garden, amenity greenspace and  natural and semi-natural
open space provision provision in the Cheshunt anal ysis area

Although there are deficiencies in parks in the Cheshunt area, the area is particularly
well served by amenity greenspace, with a number of sites of varying sizes situated

in the area and providing open space to all residential areas within the recommended
accessibility catchment.

Grundy Park (Site ID 79) lies within the south of this analysis area and provides a full
range of facilities, including football pitches, play area, a trim trail, toilets and car
parking — all features of a typical park and garden site. It should also be noted that
Lee Valley Regional Park is located just on the eastern boundary of the borough and
therefore is within an accessible walking distance for residents within the southern
part of the Cheshunt analysis area and also those within the northern part of the
Waltham Cross and Theobalds analysis area, as illustrated in Figure 4.9.
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Figure 4.9 Parks and gardens, amenity greenspace an  d natural and semi-
natural open space provision in Waltham Crossand T  heobalds

As illustrated in Figure 4.9, the majority of this analysis area is within the
recommended accessible catchment due to Cedars Park and further enhanced if Lee
Valley Regional Park and Grundy Park are taken in to account.

Cedars Park provides over nine hectares of parkland and is the highest quality park
and garden site in the borough. Given the size of the site, there are no quantitative
deficiencies in this analysis area and therefore the focus should be on ensuring that
Cedars Park is maintained to the highest quality, and that it is further protected and
conserved in light of its heritage value. There should be an overall commitment
towards ensuring that Cedars Park achieves Green Flag accreditation.

As with the Cheshunt analysis area, given that Lee Valley Regional Park borders the
Waltham Cross and Theobalds analysis area, access to LVRP should be promoted
to ensure that local residents are aware of this significant provision. This will be
achieved through working in partnership with the Lee Valley Park Authority.

Goffs Oak, Bury Green, Rosedale and Flamstead End

Whilst there are two park and garden sites within the Goffs Oak, Bury Green,
Rosedale and Flamstead End analysis area, namely Whit Hern Park (Site ID 83) and
Cheshunt Park (Site ID 89), there are still residential areas within this analysis area
that are outside of an accessible catchment area and a quantitative deficiency in
provision overall. As shown in Figure 4.10, there is however a number of amenity
greenspace and natural and semi-natural open space sites, including Rosedale Way
Park (Site ID 97), which could be adapted to fulfil the function of a park.

Cheshunt Park is a country park providing the largest open space in the borough with
the widest range of facilities. Only the formal grassland area of the park has been
classified within the parks and garden typology, with the remaining 90% classified as
natural and semi-natural and discussed further in Section 5. The local strategic
importance of Cheshunt Park is evident by its attainment of the Green Flag award
and the focus should therefore be on ensuring that the site is retained to the highest
guality standard and Green Flag status retained.
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Figure 4.10 Parks and garden provision in the Goffs Oak, Bury Green, Rosedale
and Flamstead End analysis area
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Figure 4.11 Parks and garden, amenity greenspace an  d natural and semi-natural open
space provision provision in the Goffs Oak, Bury Gr een, Rosedale and Flamstead End
analysis area

PPG17 Technical Study and Sub-Strategy Action Plan s Page 54



SECTION 4 — PARKS AND GARDENS

4.59

4.60

4.61

Summary and recommendations

Parks and gardens were perceived to be particularly important to local residents and
are the most frequently used type of open space within the borough, with 66% of
respondents to the household survey indicating that they use them more than once a
month and only 8% of respondents indicating that they never visit park sites. Cedars
Park is the most frequented park and garden site in the borough.

Whilst there are only five parks and garden sites across the borough, the overall
perception from borough residents is that existing levels of provision are adequate.
The focus should therefore be on ensuring that the quality of parks and gardens is
consistently high across the borough. In particular, Cedars Park was highlighted as
an example of good practice as it is a well used and well maintained site that attracts
both local residents and those from further a field. This reinforces the heritage value
and strategic significance of Cedars Park to the Council.

Although the importance of maintaining the high quality of existing park provision is
recognised and therefore the priority for the Council is on improving the quality of
siites, application of the accessibility standards highlights some key deficiencies in
provision particularly within the centre of the borough. In the first instance, where
possible this should be addressed through improving access to existing park and
garden sites in the borough and also to Lee Valley Regional Park, which lies on the
eastern borough boundary. However, deficiencies also need to be considered in light
of other open space provision in these areas, which provide similar function of open
space to park and garden sites. The focus should be on upgrading these facilities as
opposed to entirely new provision.

P&G 1 Maximise the role that parks and garden sites can play in striving to
increase participation in health and physical activity across the borough
by effectively promoting these opportunities. Consider and develop the
provision of alternative means of exercise such as walks, fithess and
walk trails, outdoor gyms and ‘play’ activities and facilities.

P&G 2 Given the low number of sites within the borough, all park and garden
sites should be afforded protection.

P&G 3 Strive to achieve Green Flag quality criteria at all sites across the
borough and target improvements at all sites where quality standards
fall short through the development of appropriate management plans..

P&G 4 Continue to develop and enhance Cheshunt Park to ensure that it
meets both local and regional needs. Promote the park as a resource
for local people and an example of good practice. The Council should
seek Green Flag accreditation at key strategic sites such as Cedars

Park.

P&G 5 Access to Lee Valley Regional Park should be facilitated and promoted
through partnership working between the Council and the Lee Valley
Park Authority.
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