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Part 2 (Items for Information) 
 

THE FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE INCLUDED ON THE AGENDA FOR INFORMATION 
PURPOSES.  SHOULD A MEMBER HAVE ANY COMMENTS/QUESTI ONS REGARDING 
ISSUES RAISED BY THE REPORT WOULD THEY PLEASE CONTA CT THE 
APPROPRIATE OFFICER WHOSE NAME AND EXTENSION IS IND ICATED AT THE 
END OF EACH REPORT. 

 
1.  DETAILS OF CONTRACTS LET Head of Support Services  
   

Purpose 
 

To inform the Committee of a contract let on its behalf under delegated powers. 
 
Details 
 

(a) Building Control and Development Control Workfl ow Software 
 
Quotations were returned as follows: 
 

Contractor Price 
Idox Group £64,200 
Northgate £ 90,950 
Civica £48,400 

 
The contract was awarded to Civica. 
 
Contact Officer 
Mr M.Such (Ext 6682) 

List of Background Papers 
Council’s tender and quotations log 

 
 

2. ACTION TAKEN BY THE DIRECTOR OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES IN CONSULTATION 
WITH THE CHAIRMAN UNDER DELEGATED 
POWERS AND FOR REASONS OF URGENCY 
UNDER PART 3 OF THE COUNCIL’S CONSTITUTION 

Director of Environmental 
Services  

 
Purpose 
 
To inform the Committee of action taken by the Director of Environmental Services in 
consultation with the Chairman and urgent actions under Part 3 of the Council’s 
constitution. 
 
Details 
 
27 Castle Road Hoddesdon Hertfordshire EN11 0NB 
The above property has been extended and converted to provide two houses; this was 
granted planning permission in April 2009 subject to conditions.  Conditions 4 and 5 relate 
to the parking arrangements; however the parking has not been provided and it appears 
that the properties have been sold.  Letters have been sent to the developer but no action 
has yet been taken by the developer to resolve this matter, although the most recent letter 
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allows until the end of December 2009 to do so.  Letters have also been sent to the 
owner/occupier of both properties advising them of the breach as any notices would be 
issued to them given their interest in the land.  As the properties are being or have been 
sold it is considered expedient to take formal enforcement action should the developer not 
resolve the above issues by the end of December 2009.  Agreement was sought to issue of 
breach of condition notices to ensure the cessation this breach of planning control, should it 
not be resolved by the end of December 2009, and subject to a review of the evidence, 
authorise the Head of Legal Services to institute criminal proceedings or other enforcement 
action as appropriate for non-compliance with the breach of condition notices. 
Date of Approval: 18 December 2009  
 
39 High Street Cheshunt Hertfordshire EN8 0BS 
Complaints were received in 2007 regarding three extraction units which have been 
mounted to the flat roof of the existing single storey extension to the rear of the above 
property and regarding an additional single storey rear extension.  As a result of letters sent 
by the Council a planning application was submitted in 2007 (reference 7/0508/07); it was 
refused “due to lack of information”.  The Council was “not convinced that the development 
would not be detrimental to the residential amenity of the neighbouring properties”.  The 
applicant then submitted details of the noise output and was advised to provide an acoustic 
barrier in order to reduce the noise and that further details would be needed.  A second 
planning application was submitted in 2008 (reference 7/0748/08).  The application was 
refused again as the extension impinges upon the car parking spaces for the retail units 
and the flats above and the extension is not compatible with the parent building and has an 
adverse impact upon the visual amenities of the area.  An informative was put on the 
decision notice advising that the extension and units had to be removed within three 
months of the decision.  A third planning application was submitted just after the end of this 
period.  The application is being refused due to the noise output; a noise assessment was 
carried out by Environmental Health which concluded that the output from the units 
exceeds the recommended night-time noise level by 25db.  Given the history, it is 
considered to be expedient to serve an enforcement notice. 
Agreement was sought to issue enforcement notices to ensure the cessation of this breach 
of planning control and, subject to a review of the evidence, authorise the Head of Legal 
Services to institute criminal proceedings or other enforcement action as appropriate for 
non-compliance with the enforcement notice. 
Date of Approval: 18 December 2009 
 
 
Contact Officer: 
Mr P.Quaile (ext 5562) 

List of Background Papers: 
Departmental register of Chairman’s concurrences 

 
 

3. SCHEDULE OF ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS Director of Environ mental 
Services  

Purpose 
 
To report on significant enforcement issues and the number of cases being dealt with by 
planning enforcement. 
  
Introduction 
 
The overall figures showing planning enforcement case load for this month are below.  The 
schedule of significant planning enforcement issues is arranged by ward.  The highlighted 
issues are those which have had notices (either enforcement, breach of condition or 
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section 215) served or have been referred to the Head of Legal Services for prosecution.  
Significant enforcement issues are those where formal action is likely to result. 
 
Cases investigated in November & December 2009*  

No. of cases 
opened in Nov 

& Dec 

No. of cases 
closed in Nov 

& Dec 

No. of cases 
ongoing at end 

of December 

No. of cases where 
formal action 

needed 

No. of applications submitted as a 
result of enforcement action this 

month (Nov & Dec) 
33 12 21 0 16 

 
Cases Closed*:  

Location Alleged breach Reason Closed 

44 Ashdown Crescent Marquee to rear of property Marquee removed 

27 St Laurence Drive Extension not in accordance with plans Extension not started 

8 Woodlands Drive Business use of property Previously investigated, immune from action 

5 Tudor Villas Amended windows No planning restriction 

167 Windmill Lane Works to property without permission No planning permission needed 

1 Cromwell Avenue Change of use of property Change of use has not taken place 

34 Trinity Lane Large outbuilding in rear garden Duplicate report 

Euro Car Parts, 
Geddings Road 

Breach of condition re: retail sales Retail sales ceased 

Russells Ride Outbuilding in rear garden Duplicate report 

Hertford Regional 
College 

Breach of condition re: trees Fencing erected and materials removed as 
required 

Faces, Brewery Road Unauthorised banner Banner removed 

30 Hilltop Close Extension not permitted development Is permitted development 

* Correct at 19/01/2010 
 
Ongoing Significant Cases: 
 
1. Hoddesdon North 

Site Address & 
Issue  

Action Date Likely next action Timescale 

26 Dymokes Way, 
Hoddesdon 
Untidy rear garden 

Concurrence obtained 
Draft notice to HOLS 
Section 16 response 
Notice issued 

14 August 2009 
 5 November 2009 
18 November 2009 
21 January 2010  

Re-inspect after 
compliance period 

March 2010 

2. Rye Park 
No cases 
 
3. Hoddesdon Town 
Site Address & Issue  Action Date Likely next action Timescale 

Rear of 87 High 
Street, Hoddesdon 

 
Unauthorised works, 

to listed building 

Referral to HOLS. 
HOLS requested further 
information 
Info from BEAMS 
received & sent to HOLS 

30 July 2009 
4 August 2009 
 
23 October 2009 

New planning 
application received but 
further information 
needed from applicant 

 
 

 
4. Broxbourne 
Site Address & Issue  Action Date Likely next action Timescale 
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Highfield Stables, 
White Stubbs Lane 
 

Bund not in 
accordance with plans 

Appeal against notice 
dismissed.  
Meeting with Counsel 
Report to  P + L  
Survey of bund 
Result of survey to HOLS 
Meeting with Counsel 

29 February 2008  
 
14 April 2009 
10 July 2009 
 
19 October 2009 
8 January 2010 

Further work to be done on 
advice of Counsel to 
improve evidence. 

February 2010 

Highfield Stables, 
White Stubbs Lane 

Building not in 
accordance with plans 

Meeting with Counsel 
Report to P + L  
Further report to P + L 
Report to P + L for C 
Notice for D&C issued 

 6 March 2009  
26 May 2009 
3 November 2009 
3 November 2009 
24 November 09  

Appeal submitted; await 
outcome of appeal  

Unknown 

Kingfishers, High 
Road, Broxbourne 
Unauthorised CCTV 

camera 

Application refused 
Notice served 
Appeal submitted 
Site visit: 

27 May 2009  
6 October 2009  
10 November 
To be set by PINS 

Await outcome of 
appeal. 

Unknown 

White Bear PH, 95 
High Road, 
Broxbourne 

Smoking shelter 
erected  

Notice issued: 
Site visit: non – 
compliance 
Roof removed as agreed 
however new shelter 
erected 

22 December  
23 February 2009 
 
October 2009  

Planning application for 
new shelter. 
 
Please see Annexe A for 
further information 

 

Mandeville Place, 
Mandeville Close, 
Broxbourne 

Breach of planning 
condition re: window  

Concurrence obtained 
Section 16 served 
Response received. 
Notice to HOLS  
Notice issued 

6 March 2009  
19 August 2009  
September 2009 
26 October 2009  
5 November 2009  

Check compliance with 
breach of condition notice 

January 2010 

 
 
5. Wormley/Turnford 
Site Address & Issue  Action Date Likely next action Timescale 

Wharf Road 
 

Various 

Report to P & L  
Interim injunction for 
65/66 
Further injunction  

29 September 09 
 
2 October 2009 
20 October 2009 

To be raised at informal 
LDF Group and formal 
LDF Group 

7 December 2009 
22 December 
2009  

16 Felton Close, 
Turnford 
Enclosure of amenity 

land 

Chairman’s concurrence 
obtained 
Enforcement notice with 
HOLS for comment 

28 August 2009 
 
1 October 2009  
 

Further advice being 
sought on breach. 
Referred to Legal for 
advice 

January 2010 

 
6. Flamstead End 
Site Address & Issue  Action Date Likely next action Timescale 

Gammon Farm, 
Appleby Street 

Single storey side 
extension, front porch 
and alterations to roof 
– permission refused 

Appeal dismissed 
Conditional approval  
Concurrence obtained 
Enforcement notice 
issued 

20 Dec 2007 
25 July 2008  
8 June 2009 
7 August 2009 

Planning approval to be 
implemented.  Drawing 
submitted to show minor 
alteration. 

Within compliance 
period of 
enforcement 
notice – 
September 2010 

Limes Nursery, 
Hammondstreet 
Road, 
 
Conversion of office 
accommodation to 

residential use 

Concurrence obtained 
Notice issued 
Non – compliance 
Case referred to HOLS 
2nd CLUED refused 
Defendants fined   
Appeal: reduced fine 
Summons for further 
prosecution issued 

20 June 2008 
27 June 2008 
30 October 2008 
13 Nov 2008 
27 July 2008  
4 August 2009 
17 November 09  
5 January 2010: 
court 1 February 

Advised by agent that 
appeal against second 
CLUED refusal 
submitted 

Awaiting 
documents from 
PINS 
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Tesco, 
Hammondstreet Road 
 

Provision of 
pedestrian crossing 
as part of s106 has 
not been installed 

Report to ESC 
recommending capital 
bid to complete works 
Officers met HCC to 
discuss on site 
implementation 
Reported to ESC 

 
9 June 2009  
 
W/C 15 June 2009 
 
 
15 Sept 2009  

P + R committee agreed 
up to £20,000 of additional 
funding.  Owning company 
now being wound up. 
Herts Highways have been 
instructed to implement the 
works at a cost of £79,197 

The works, that 
include a TRO 
are included 
within the HCC 
integrated works 
program for 
implementation 
during summer 
2010 

 
7. Cheshunt North 

 No cases 
 
8. Cheshunt Central 
No cases 
 
9. Theobalds 

 
10. Waltham Cross 
Site Address & Issue  Action Date Likely next action Timescale 

39 High Street, 
Cheshunt 
Air conditioning units 
and rear extension 
without permission 

New application rec’d 
EH provided readings 
File sent to HOLS 
Application refused 
Concurrence obtained 

5 February 2009  
23 October 2009  
27 October 2009 
16 December 09 
18 December 09 

Final warning letter sent 
followed by site visit 

Letter sent 
January 2010. Site 
visit February 2010 

 
11. Goffs Oak 
Site Address & Issue  Action Date Likely next action Timescale 

Knocknold Nursery, 
rear of 506 Goffs 
Lane 
Former nursery land 
used as builders yard 

Enforcement notice served 
Appeal lodged 
PINS decision: upheld . 
Compliance date 
Site visit: not cleared 

22 August 2008  
8 September 2008 
4 June 2009 
4 December 2009 
18 December 

Agent has advised that 
land will be cleared; 
further site visit to 
check compliance: 

 
 
26 January 2010 

Halstead Hill Nursery, 
Halstead Hill 

Breach of planning 
condition: operating 
outside of approved 

hours 

Concurrence obtained 
Breach of condition notice  
Site visit: non compliance  
Court date: 
Adjourned to: 

5 September 2008 
September 2008  
2 October 2008  
13 January 2009 
10 February 2009 

Monitoring of site; this 
condition appears to be 
being complied with, 
however further breaches 
identified 

Ongoing 
discussions with 
agent to resolve 
breaches. 

 
12. Bury Green 
No cases 
 
13. Rosedale 
No cases 
 
Potential New Enforcement Sites  
The following sites have been identified as those which may require formal enforcement action in the future. 

Site Address & Issue  Action Date Likely next action Timescale 

49 Albury Ride, 
Cheshunt 
Untidy site including 

debris from 
demolished house 

Section 16 notice served 
Site visit: no change.  
Site visit: no change to site 
Letter sent: HOLS advice  

31 March 2009 
4 June 2009 
2 September 2009 
26 October 2009  

Land sold; new land 
owner is clearing site 

Ongoing 
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Site Issue Action Taken Date Proposed Action 

Par 3, Church Lane, 
Wormley 

Non – compliance with 
landscaping/drainage 
conditions 

Information to 
discharge condition 
received.   
Agents have written 
that the flooding to 
playing fields to the 
east of the site has 
not been caused by 
the works to the Par 3 
course. 

E-mail received 16 
June 2008 
 
  
As the area does not 
flood until the winter 
months, further 
investigations will take 
place in the coming 
months 

Landscaping condition 
to be implemented by 
autumn 2009.  
Applicant has advised 
that planting to start 
by end of November 
2009 

 
Closed Cases  
These cases have been resolved either through the issuing of notices or successful planning applications  
Site Address & Details 

of Site 
Action Date Likely Next Action 

Highfield Stables, White 
Stubbs Lane 

 
Use of barn for car 

repairs 

Concurrence obtained 
Notice issued 
Notification of appeal 
Appeal dismissed 
Visit to check compliance 

27 October 2008  
8 December 2008  
27 January 2009  
14 October 2009 
23 November 09 

 Notice has been 
complied with.  No 
further action needed 
at this stage. 

Former Creasy Hall site,  
Raglan Avenue 

 
Untidy site to rear 

Chairman’s concurrence obtained 
Section 16 notice issued 
Response received 
Site cleared 
New planning application received 

28 August 2009 
19 October 2009 
28 October 2009  
4 November 2009  
8 January 2010 

Site cleared.  No further 
action needed at this 
stage. 

Honeyfields Stables, Old 
Park Ride 
Timber structure erected 

without  permission 

CLUED refused 
Second CLUED refused 
Notification of appeal 
Site visit & inquiry date 

28 Sept 2007  
22 October 2008  
16 February 2009  
15 Sept 2009 

Appeal allowed 
 

White Gate Cottage, St 
James Road 

Untidy site to side 

Letters to site  
Concurrence obtained 
Letter advising that authorisation obtained 

July 2009 
21 August 2009 
15 October 2009 

Site cleared 

Spring Farm Yard, Old 
Park Ride 
Earth bund constructed 

Chairman’s concurrence obtained 
Planning application submitted 

14 August 2009 
6 October 2009 
 

Planning application 
resolved to be 
approved subject to 
details re: materials 

 
 
Contact Officer 
Mr P Quaile ext (ext 5562) 
 

List of Background Papers 
   Enforcement files 

 
Annex A: Further information 
 
White Bear PH, 95 High Road, Broxbourne 
 
A smoking shelter was erected on the flank wall of the White Bear PH.  It was agreed that 
as a pergola had been there for a number of years the roof should be removed to 
discourage its use as a smoking shelter.  The roof of the pergola has been removed as 
agreed.  However another smoking shelter has been erected on the opposite flank wall 
without planning permission.  A planning application is expected in January 2010. 
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4. PROGRESS ON MAJOR SITES, SITES OF 

INTEREST AND POLICY MATTERS  
Director of Environmental Services  

 
Purpose 
 
To advise the Committee of progress on major development sites, applications, public 
appeal hearings, sites under discussion and current planning policy issues.  
 
For Members’ information Appendix ‘A’ relates to this item. 
 
Location of Key Sites 

 

 
Crown Copyright – Borough of Broxbourne LA100023526 

NE
HODDESON
KEY SITE

WHITE WATER
CANOE CENTRE
(Relocated site)

CHESHUNT SOUTH 
RESERVOIR

HERTFORD REGIONAL 
COLLEGE

HAILEY (MAFF SITE)

FAWKON WALK

BROOKFIELD CENTRE

ST MARY'S SCHOOL -
PROPOSED

ST MARY'S SCHOOL-
EXISTING

PARK PLAZA

CANADA FIELDS
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PART A: PROGRESS ON MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS   
 
Park Plaza, Great Cambridge Road, Waltham Cross   

Planning permission for the News 
International print works was granted 
in October 2005. The logistical support 
building on the A10 frontage is now 
completed. With regard to crossing the 
railway, initial responses from News 
International, L B of Enfield and the 
Highways Agency have not raised in 
principle objection to building two 
bridges, a pedestrian one at Park 
Lane and a horse bridge at the 
southern end of the site which would 
alight adjacent to the Holmesdale 
Tunnel roof. The proposal was 
endorsed by the Environmental 
Services Committee 15 September 
2009.  News International and Corus 
are now to send more technical 
information to the Highways Agency in 
relation to the loadings on the Tunnel 
roof and have been invited to submit a 
planning application. Topological 
surveys are to be carried out to enable 

the works to progress. News International has also indicated that there has been some 
interest in developing the office element on the M25 corner, the last part of their site. The 
highway works to the M25 slip roads, required by the planning obligation, appear to be the 
major impediment to bringing this part of the key employment site forward and the site 
owner may seek an alternative technical solution to allow development to take place.  The 
owner of northern Park Plaza has confirmed that due to current uncertainty in the property 
market there will be no planning application submitted in the immediate future; a meeting 
with officers is planned for February 2010.  A development brief for the northern site was 
published for consultation until 14 September 2009.  

       
 
  

North East Hoddesdon Key Employment 
Site 
Reserved matters consent for this 53 acre key 
industrial site was issued on 20 December 
2005 and has been developed by Goodman 
International (formerly Rosemound 
Developments). Major occupiers include 

Unit A 

Logistical Support Facility from the north 
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Norbert Dentressangle, Octavian, Recall, Cortland Fibron and Arnaouti.  The Council has 
had a recent meeting with the prospective developer of a sustainable energy facility on part 
of the local wildlife site to the east of Rattys Lane. The applicants have offered a 
presentation to Members although the application would be determined by the County 
Council. 
 
Unit B (Recall) is now completed and delivered additional funds towards phase 2 of the 
Essex Rd Improvement Scheme (ERIS) and improvement and management of the 
adjacent local wildlife site.  The application to develop a depot/office building for PCL 
transport to the south-east of Unit B was issued in early September. The Policy and 
Resources Committee has agreed to the purchase of the two remaining undeveloped sites 
(F and L) by the Council and permission was granted in December to extend the life of the 
existing outline permission for B1, B2 and B8 uses for five more years subject to satisfying 
the Environment Agency about flood risk. 
 
 

 

 
 
Cheshunt South Reservoir  
Following the resolution to grant permission for 249 residential units at December 
committee the s.106 planning obligation has now been finalised and has secured as 
agreed the following benefits: 

o £900,000 for environmental improvements: £400,000 for phase 1 and £250,000 for 
each subsequent phase 

o £115,000 for public transport improvements 
o £132,000 for sustainable transport initiatives 
o £125,000 for traffic calming 
o 40% affordable housing (15% low cost rented and 25% other tenures) 
o An apprenticeship scheme for two local young people 

 

Unit A nearing completion  
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There will be a viability assessment before each subsequent phase which will determine 
whether the scheme can deliver additional benefits in terms of higher levels of financial 
contributions or a more favourable balance of affordable housing tenure.   
It is understood that Crest Nicholson intends to start construction work as soon as 
permission is granted. 
 
Hertford Regional College – Broxbourne Centre (7/67 8/06) 
Permission was granted in early 2007 for a 
detailed redevelopment of the college and 
residential development on 4ha in outline. Work 
is ongoing on site (see below).  The scheme 
also includes a new children’s centre and locality 
police station.  A detailed housing scheme by 
Twigden Homes was agreed in July 2007 for 
225 units.  Currently there are fewer than a 
dozen houses occupied and construction work 
had stalled at the end of 2008 apart from 
finishing work on the 31 flats bought by 
Paradigm. The flats were completed and handed 
over for occupation the second week of January 
2010. There is some building on site and it is understood that another block of flats by the 
railway has been sold as a whole to a private investor. The Council reached agreement 
with the College to take over management of their gym. A formal agreement to allow wider 
community use remains under discussion as do the current interim arrangements. The first 
phase of buildings was formally opened on 5 December 2008 and the Children’s Centre is 
currently under construction.  The ongoing issues at present on this site include: 
·  The use of the two acres set aside for the community purposes, which is delayed by 

the site huts for the main college construction remaining on site due to the extended 
build time 

·  Specification of the LEAP on the residential site – delayed by work stopping on site; 
·  S106 Contribution – following the committee resolution in September the Council 

has received the formal proposal for re-scheduling payments from the developer. 
This would deliver during 2010 and 2011 the £600,000 which would remain when 
the £331,500 stage payment is made. The first instalment of £331,500 was paid 11th 
December 2009. At its meeting in September, the Policy and Resources committee 
agreed to pay the first phase and offer a bridging payment of the second phase 
resources, pending recovery from the developer.  

 
Turnford Triangle, Turnford 
Members are aware that the open market element of this development had stalled due to 
market conditions and that agreement was given to re-schedule the timing of payments 
under the s.106 planning obligation. However, the developer has now paid the Council 
£475,000 (12 January 2010) which is the full amount of the planning obligation. The site is 
subject to a bid to the Homes and Communities Agency (HCA) under the Kick Start 
scheme which seeks to re-start residential development held back by the recession. The 
developer has put forward a Homebuy Direct proposal under which the Government and 
developer each provide a subsidy of up to 15% of the purchase cost. The interest free 
discount is for five years after which the home owner pays fee on the additional 30% of the 
cost. As the developer has already built the social housing element of this site, if the bid is 
accepted then there will be subsidised housing (of varying tenures) on the bulk of the site. It 
is understood that the HCA has agreed the bid on this site subject to the usual financial 
checks being undertaken. 

Academia  
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Fawkon Walk, Hoddesdon 
The reserved matters submission for the medical 
centre, the erection of 47 flats, a floor of small office 
suites, shops, a café kiosk and 50 underground car 
parking spaces was approved in April 2005.  Further 
amendments to the third phase were granted 
permission in December 2007.  The scheme is 
required under the planning obligation to provide 
finance to enable the new medical centre on the 
ground/first floor of the southern building to go ahead.    
The new canopy leading from the High St was 
dismantled but contractors have recently re-erected it. 
The car park vents also remain part-built and the new 
shops (apart from Lloyds chemist) are vacant.  It remains unclear when the new doctors’ 
surgery will open.  The developer of this scheme went into administration and the £900,000 
planning obligation is due as the residential open market units are occupied. Further 
information has now been received from the administrators and clarification of the financial 
justification for the £900,000 has been supplied by the Council. The intention of all parties is 
to get the development finished and the medical centre open as soon as possible. The 
administrators had a conference call with officers on 22 January and it is now intended to 
meet with the PCT to try to progress resolution of the outstanding planning obligation. 
 
Tower Centre, Hoddesdon Town Centre 
In 2008, Chester Properties and UBS Triton undertook a programme of repairs, 
redecoration works and alterations to accommodate an anchor store and create larger 
units in the centre to make it more attractive to retail tenants.  Approval was given to 
increase the floor area of units 6-13 (fronting Amwell St) by expanding into the internal 
mall.  A meeting in August with the centre managers indicated that they had received 
enquiries from potential retailers.  The Council contacted the owner to seek comments on 
the draft Town Centre Strategy which confirms the Council’s intent to promote retail 
occupancy of the Tower Centre.  The owner’s agents have formally responded to confirm 
that they support the Council’s aims of promoting Hoddesdon town centre, that they 
continue to market the Tower Centre for retail occupiers and that they will be 
flexible/competitive to secure new occupiers.  The Council intends to work with the owners 
of the Tower Centre to consider its future by preparing a Tower Centre Development Brief. 
 
 

St Mary’s School Site and new St Mary’s School 
(Bury Green)  
A revised outline application for housing (7/859-04), 
covering only the existing school curtilage was 
approved 11 May 2006 and has now expired.  A 
fresh application will be required for development of 
this site. It is understood that HCC are in active 
discussion with a potential developer but there has 
been no pre-application submission to date. The 
new school is under construction and the 
occupation date is understood to be early 2010. 

There was a topping out ceremony on 12 June when the building achieved a watertight 
state.  The revised footpath/cycle way link from the school to the new A10 bridge was 
granted permission on 29 July 2009.  

 

         New school site  

Fawkon Walk    
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White Water Canoe Centre, Station 
Road, Waltham Cross  
Following the committee resolution to 
approve the scheme, the Secretary of 
State decided on 14 October 2008 not to 
call it in for determination and the 
permission was issued 5 November 2008. 
Appointment of a contractor took place in 
March 2009 with Morrison chosen for the 
whole project, course and facility building.  
The Council confirmed an order to divert 
two footpaths which currently run across 
the site on 1 April 2009.  Work started on 
site on 6 July with the entire build, 
including the facility building, scheduled to 
be completed by July 2010. The external 
cladding for the facility building has now 
been approved. The first phase of 
associated works to improve the towpath 
from Station Rd to Cheshunt station has 
been completed and the bridge works 
being undertaken by HCC on the small 
River Lee are currently on site.  
 
OTHER PLANNING APPLICATIONS OF INTEREST AND SIGNIFI CANT VACANT SITES  

Schemes of interest received include:  
·  The former PNG site on Monarchs Way, Waltham Cross (Lidl) has completed the 

planning obligation and the permission has been issued – the frame of the building 
is already erected.  

·  Applications to re-clad and upgrade the entire estates at Fishers Close, Waltham 
Cross and Coopers Walk, Cheshunt have been received from Broxbourne Housing 
Association. The Fishers Close site is especially important as it has a site frontage 
immediately opposite the Olympic course. These two proposals are presented 
elsewhere on this agenda. 

·  An application to develop Blenheim Windows site on Windmill Lane next to 
Cheshunt railway station to provide 10 flats and 4 work units has been received. The 
scheme is likely to be presented to March committee. 

·  Taylor Wimpey has submitted an application to redevelop the former HCC Social 
Services site at 37 Eleanor Cross Rd to provide 35 flats in part three and part four 
storey blocks. This scheme is presented elsewhere on this agenda. 

·  An application to renew the planning permission for a major training facility at Tesco 
Country Club has been received and is likely to be presented to March committee.  

·  Magnum 25, Lea Rd, Waltham Cross – Purpose-built distribution depot approved in 
early 2004 and vacant since construction 

·  Unit A, RD Park, Essex Rd – Chilled distribution facility vacant since completion in 
2008. 

 
 
 
 

St. Mary’s School access 

Towpath under construction 
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PLANNING HEARINGS AND INQUIRIES  
 
There have been two recent appeals held in public, those at Honeyfields, Old Park Ride 
and at Oak House Farm, Newgatestreet Rd.  

 
·  There was a public inquiry relating to the Council’s refusal of a certificate of 

lawfulness to retain a chalet building on a Green Belt site within the Theobalds 
Estate. The hearing took place on 15 and 18 September and the decision was to 
allow the appeal.   

 
·  The public inquiry regarding land to the rear of Oak House Farm on Newgatestreet 

Road, took place 27 October and related to the Council’s refusal of a certificate of 
lawfulness for existing use of outbuildings as ancillary buildings to the main house. 
The appeal was dismissed. 

 
·  There is to be an informal hearing relating to the enforcement notices served on 

Blocks D and C, Highfield Stables, White Stubbs Lane and a public inquiry into the 
refusal of a certificate of lawfulness of existing residential use of the office building at 
Limes Nursery, Hammondsteet Rd. No date has yet been set for either hearing. 

  
PART B: SIGNIFICANT PROPOSALS AND ISSUES OF WIDER C ONCERN 
 
A10 Footbridge    
The current position with regard to the proposed bridge and the issues to be resolved to 
bring it to fruition are as follows: 

·  On 29 June 2009 the Council entered into a formal Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) with Sustrans to secure the £500,000 funding.  £75,000 of this funding is 
dependant upon the extended route to the east and to the west being completed.  
This relies upon the school completing the cycle/footway through the school site to 
Bury Green Road and to Broxbourne and HCC completing a cycleway network to the 
east (these works are planned in the relevant programmes and a further grant has 
been agreed by Sustrans to fund them). 

·  The land to enable construction of the bridge and the pathway between the A10 and 
the New River was acquired during October. 

·  The section 278 agreement to allow the works to proceed on the highway has been 
completed. 

·  As a condition of the MoU, a community group/steering committee was established 
to actively promote the route. It had its first meeting on 9 June and has met twice 
since then.  The MoU contains a number of other obligations, including the 
requirement to adhere to a media protocol. There is also a requirement to provide a 
portrait bench and consultation will take place soon on the suggestions to date. 

·   The planning application for the construction of the new footpaths and bridge from 
the New River westwards as well as for a construction access from the A10 has 
been approved. Land in Broom Hills Wood will be dedicated as a bridleway.  

·  An Agreement in Principle (AIP) was confirmed subject to various conditions. Work 
continues in order to try to satisfy these conditions. The contract documents have 
been signed. Fabrication was started following the issue of a letter of intent. Works 
are programmed to commence on site during March and will take 22 weeks.  

 
Cheshunt Football Club, Theobalds Lane, Waltham Cro ss 
The club is a limited company and its ownership has recently changed.  The new owner 
wishes to continue with the arrangement with Power League but with some adjustments to 
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the disposition of the pitches.  This has added a further delay to concluding the assignment 
to Power League, consequently an application to use land to the east of the football pitch 
as a five-a-side league venue has also been delayed. A meeting with the new owner 
indicated that he wishes to promote youth development at the club via expanded 
participation of local youngsters. Improvements to the ground’s facilities are also likely to 
form part of a package of upgrades. Provisional agreement has been reached with the new 
owner to re-negotiate significant elements of the existing lease prior to submitting proposals 
for improvements to the football club. The terms of the draft lease are due to be presented 
to Policy and Resources Committee on 9 February.   
 
Greater Brookfield 
It is proposed to make Greater Brookfield a strategic allocation in the Core Strategy to 
enable it to develop as a more sustainable centre.  Officers have instructed retail 
consultants GVA Grimley to provide additional technical work before submission.  This will 
address issues raised by the Core Strategy consultation, the climate change agenda, 
economic conditions and recently adopted national guidance.  The main areas are:  
·  To consider the impact of Brookfield on the sub-regional centres in more depth which 

will meet the requirements of PPS4 
·  To update the need and sequential tests in relation to leisure, eating/drinking uses 
·  To undertake sensitivity testing of retail impact to include optimistic and ‘worst case’ 

scenarios 
·  To revise overall capacity forecasts to take account of latest retail expenditure data 
·  To appraise the economic benefits of Greater Brookfield  
·  To appraise the traffic emissions benefits of Greater Brookfield 

 
GVA are expected to produce a final bridging report in February.  Discussions are also 
ongoing with consultants for Bayfordbury Estates to ensure that technical reports are 
available to inform and support a strategic allocation.  This would include information on 
highways, phasing and infrastructure, flooding, sustainability, wildlife and ground 
conditions. Bayfordbury will also prepare an indicative masterplan and specification of uses 
which will sit alongside the technical evidence.  The masterplan itself will not be examined 
as part of the Core Strategy but is needed to demonstrate that a major scheme can be 
delivered.   
 
PART C PLANNING POLICY UPDATE   
 
LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK  
 
National Policy Statements 
The Government has published PPS4 with an overarching objective to achieve sustainable 
economic growth.  It seeks to improve economic performance, promote regeneration and 
tackle deprivation.  It also sets out policy objectives for town centres and other shopping 
centres. 
 
East of England Plan  
EERA have consulted on housing growth scenarios to 2031 which the Council jointly 
commented on as part of the Hertfordshire Infrastructure Planning Partnership (HIPP).  
The response indicates only the lowest of the growth options would be achievable and 
would pose significant challenges in terms of infrastructure and loss of the Green Belt. 
 
London Plan  



   

P&L Cttee 
02/02/10 

15 

The Mayor of London has consulted on a draft replacement London Plan which the 
Council has commented on as per the report to January Committee.  The comments focus 
on the impacts of growth in Outer London and the potential impacts on job provision, 
commuting flows and transport infrastructure.  The Council would like to see transport 
services and the Oyster Card system extended into Broxbourne. 
 
 
Enfield Pre-Submission Core Strategy  
Enfield Borough Council has consulted on its Pre-Submission Core Strategy which the 
Council has commented on as per the report to January Committee.  The comments focus 
on the close relationships between the two authorities and the potential for more joint 
working on cross-border issues such as transport and services. 
 
Lee Valley Regional Park Framework 
The Lee Valley Regional Park have consulted on a framework for the Park which the 
Council has commented on as per the report to January Committee.  The comments focus 
on the environmental and recreational merits of the Park and the opportunities for more 
accommodation, leisure facilities and car parking. 
 
Core Strategy Development Plan Document (DPD)   
The Core Strategy presents a long-term vision and high level policies for managing and 
directing change to 2026.  The Council’s revised Local Development Scheme came into 
effect in September 2009 and is available on the Council website.  The Council has 
subsequently benefitted from a mock inspection by the Planning Inspectorate and now 
intends to revise the timetable in light of his advise that more transport modelling should be 
undertaken prior to submission.  A report on the issue is going to this Committee. 
 
Progress on the Evidence Base 
Officers are currently finalising evidence in respect of strategic housing need, affordable 
housing viability, housing land availability, employment opportunities, the retail impacts of 
Greater Brookfield and climate change issues.  The results of these studies will be used to 
inform the Core Strategy, future planning decisions and other Council strategies. 
 
Development Briefs  
Officers are preparing a variety of Development Briefs for key sites within the Borough.  
Examples include Park Plaza North, Broxbourne Leisure Site, the Tower Centre and 
Hazlemere Marina.  These will be presented to future meetings of the Planning and 
Licensing Committee. 
 
Communications Plan 
Planning officers have made a series of presentations on the LDF and the Hoddesdon 
Town Centre Strategy to the Borough’s consultation forums.  An updated communications 
plan is shown in Appendix A.  
 
Contact Officer: 
Mr P Quaile (ext 5562) 
Mr C Haigh (ext 5951) 

List of Background Papers: 
Applications and Decisions 

 
 
 
 

Chief Executive Officer 
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APPENDIX ‘A’ 
 

LDF Core Strategy: Communications Plan 2009 (updated January 2010) 

 
 

 

Action Responsibility Date 

Town Centre Working Group Inter-Departmental 28 January 

LDF Steering Group, to consider Green Belt Report and 
Employment Strategy 

Policy Team 2 February 

Waltham Cross Town Centre Strategy approach to be 
considered at Planning & Licensing Committee 

Policy Team 2 February 

Clyfton Close Development Brief Inter-Departmental February 

Hoddesdon Town Centre Strategy launch, which is likely to 
include press releases, newspaper wrap-arounds and links with 
town centre pancake event 

Policy Team Mid February 

Finalisation of LDF evidence studies: 
- Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment 
- Strategic Housing Market Assessment 
- Affordable Housing Viability Study 
- Employment Opportunities Study 
- Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Study 
- Greater Brookfield Retail Impact Assessment 
- Herts Climate Change Study 

Policy Team  
February 
February 
February 
February 
February 

March 
April 

Waltham Cross Town Centre Strategy – early consultation with 
landowners, tenants and other keys stakeholders 

Policy Team February-March 

Hazlemere Marina Development Brief – consultation Policy Team March 

Theobalds Grove Station Car Park Development Brief – 
consultation 

Policy Team March 

Gospel Hall Development Brief – consultation Policy Team March 

Hoddesdon and Rye Park Neighbourhood Forum Policy Team 3 March 

Cheshunt Neighbourhood Forum Policy Team 24 March 

Waltham Cross Town Centre Strategy public exhibition Policy Team April 

Wormley, Turnford, Cheshunt Neighbourhood Forum Policy Team 8 April 

GOFER Neighbourhood Forum Policy Team 22 April 

Essex Road Development Brief – consultation Policy Team May 

Broxbourne Leisure Pool Development Brief – consultation Policy Team May 

Park Plaza North Development Brief – consultation Policy Team May 

Waltham Cross and Theobalds Neighbourhood Forum Policy Team 12 May 

Hoddesdon and Broxbourne Neighbourhood Forum Policy Team 24 May 

Tower Centre Development Brief – consultation Policy Team June 

GOFER Neighbourhood Forum Policy Team 3 June 

Core Strategy Pre-Submission consultation Policy Team July-August 

Core Strategy Submission Policy Team October 

Medlock Electrical Distributors Development Brief – consultation Policy Team October 

Turnford Surfacing Site Development Brief – consultation Policy Team October 


