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INTRODUCTION

This plan is a detailed and comprehensive account of all present and future management issues for Top Field
and Cozens Grove Local Nature Reserve between 2024-2028.

The Management Plan aims to ensure that the improvements and sustainability of the site take place in a
well planned and structured manner and that resources are used to maximise effective outcomes which fully
achieve the vision, aims and obijectives.
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1.1

The Borough of Broxbourne and the Friends of
Wormley Open Spaces’ (FOWQOS) vision for Top Field
and Cozens Grove Local Nature Reserve is that it

is a safe, clean and welcoming space that engages
people from both the local and wider community. Top
Field and Cozens Grove Local Nature Reserve will
provide an environment where interpretation and a
range of educational activities enable park users to
discover the heritage, historical features, natural flora
and fauna, all contained within this green space.

The site will be used as an engaging backdrop to a
variety of tasks, events and activities throughout the
year. The Borough recognises that providing a high
quality Green Flag Community Award-winning site
improves the immediate location to live, work and
visit, and that it can help to promote and encourage
a healthier lifestyle within a natural environment.

All Borough residents are encouraged to take up
volunteering opportunities on offer at Top Field and
Cozens Grove Local Nature Reserve and other local
green spaces and assist the Borough of Broxbourne
with maintaining and managing them.

Vision Statement

This five year Management Plan will look at where
the park is at the current time and establish where we
would like it to be in five years time. The Plan will then
ensure that the improvements are well organised,
structured and sustainable, with all resources clearly
identified. The Plan details how the Borough and
FOWOS aim to protect, maintain and improve Top
Field and Cozens Grove Local Nature Reserve for the
benefit of the community.

1.2 Period of the plan and stages of review

This Management Plan covers the five year period
from 1 January 2024 to 31 December 2028. This
plan is a guide to decision-making for the park and
will remain in circulation until the end of 2028. The
Plan is map-based with action plans for each year
and is produced annually at the end of year review. In
January each year, the previous year’s action plan will
be fully updated and moved to the appendices and
the action plan for the coming year will be inserted.
The Green Spaces Officer will review and update the
Plan each quarter. It is accepted that the Plan is a
working document that may need to react any change
of circumstances within the Borough of Broxbourne.

Reviews are carried out by the Management Plan
Review Group listed below:

Green Spaces Officer
* Friends of Wormley Open Spaces
Arboricultural Officer

Green Spaces Manager

1.3 The Friends of Wormley Open Spaces

For a list of the Friends’ achievements please see
Appendix 7.1

1.4 Friends of Wormley Open Spaces Logo

In 2018 the Friends commissioned a painting from
local wildlife artist Maurice Pledger, and it was turned
into a logo by his son, Douglas Pledger.
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THE EXISTING LOCAL NATURE RESERVE (LNR)
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2.1

Top Field and Cozens Grove Local Nature Reserve is
an area of 5.7ha and is part of the larger area known
as Wormley Open Spaces, which includes Wormley
Playing Fields, Church Lane Allotments, a par 3 golf
course and another natural area known as Lower
Field. The area is also shaped by the more recent
addition in the 1970s of the A10 which forms the
western boundary of the site. The northern boundary
is the housing estate, Baas Hill Close. The eastern
boundary is Broxbourne School and on the southern
boundary is the par 3 golf course.

Vision Statement

The site is divided into three distinct areas:

1) Top Field was originally part of the Manor of
De Baa, a working farm in the area pre-1900,
and was declared a Local Nature Reserve on 30
November 2005. Top Field is a semi-improved
neutral grassland with some wet patches. The area
was previously dominated by false oat grass but
recent management has started to see significant
improvement and the site is being maintained as a
summer flowering meadow.

2) Cozens Grove is a small area of hornbeam
woodland, unchanged in extent since 1883.
The woodland has benefited recently from the
addition of two small woodland extension areas,
scalloped to create a natural effect. Species
planted include oak, ash, hazel, guelder rose,
sallow, hawthorn and hornbeam. The quantity
of hazel is approximately 25 per cent, with the
aim of benefiting small mammals. Widening
and lengthening the margin between woodland
and grassland supports a woodland edge plant
community and rich associated communities of
animals and invertebrates.

The woodland, which would have been more
extensive than at present, was used as the

heating supply for the area; the evidence of
ancient coppiced hornbeams substantiates this.

In September 2013 Cozens Grove was registered
under the Good Woods project and, after receiving
a visit from a Forestry Advisor, it was awarded

a bronze standard certificate, and advice and
guidance has been offered to develop the grove to
a silver standard. The report contains the following
paragraph:

“Cozens Grove is mainly a remnant hornbeam
coppiced woodland with English Oak standards.
A bare ground field layer with occasional holly,
hawthorn and blackthorn shrub layer apart from
on the edges of the woodland. New planting has
been added to the northern and western edges,
creating a diverse age structure over the past 15

Borough of Broxbourne

years using a mainly native mixture of shrubs and
trees. There is an ancient sunken land, ditch and
bank feature running along the southern edge of
the woodland, which is thought to be medieval
and an old drovers’ route, part of which can also
be found on Baas Hill Common. The woodland
has a healthy bird population with many small
species of tits breeding on the site, which also
indicates good insect populations. Many of the
English Oaks have veteran tree features of holes
and hanging bark, which contribute greatly to the
nesting habitat for woodpeckers and the presence
of species requiring deadwood habitat.”

3) The sunken road (Restricted Byway 40), which is
a pre-medieval road, leads through Broxbourne
Woods. A site survey was carried out by Enfield
Archaeological Society on 29 November 2009,
with their findings suggesting it was originally part
of Cozens Lane West. Modern maps show the
stretch as straight but a map by A. Bryant dated
1822 shows the section as having a distinct ‘dog
leg’ with an angle close to 90 degrees. A faint
negative parch mark in the playing field to the
south of the section indicates it was straightened
some time after 1822. The road originally
began in the east at the Lea navigation, crossed
the London/Hertford coach road (A1170) and
continued west, crossing the New River and at
Baas Common joined the road represented by the
modern Baas Hill and Bell Lane. The route then
continued due west, intersecting the line of Roman
Ermine Street at right angles and continuing
beyond it. From Cozens Grove westward towards
the A10 this disused section of sunken roadway
probably therefore represents the form which
Cozens Lane took prior to modern development
and the fragmentation/straightening of the original
road line.

The path is flanked by distinct raised banks topped
by established hornbeams. The form suggests the
roadway, and so presumably all of Cozens Lane,
may have originated as a sunken “hollow way”,
conceivably used at least partly as a droveway.

At least two successive surfaces, one of cinder
and one of clinker, may date back to the 18th or
19th century. It is not unreasonable to assume
that the roadway is medieval in origin but this

is archaeologically difficult to demonstrate. The
route clearly represents a link between the River
Lea and areas of its valley to the west and, as
such, probably served a variety of functions which
could have included the distribution of goods and
droving of livestock from water meadows near the
Lea, conceivably to connect with routes such as
Ermine Street to London.



The survival of this section of Cozens Lane is of
interest but cannot claim to be unique. If it is possible
to maintain it in its present form it would serve to
illustrate a neglected but important aspect of the
appearance and functioning of the pre-modern
landscape.

Pinchbeck, N (2009) (ed Dearne, M.J 2009)
Preliminary investigation of an abandoned section of
a sunken roadway at Cozens Grove, Wormley, Herts.
November 2009 (Enfield Archaeological Society
archive note).

2.2 Operational Overview

The Local Nature Reserve (LNR) is an open green
space and not subject to locking. Although security
issues can be of concern, regular patrols by the
Friends group members, GSO and Parkguard have
helped to reduce both actual and perceived problems
including illegal motor/trail/quad bike usage.

To support these patrols, Parkguards’ contact details
have been distributed to enable members of the
public to access support if required. This is in addition
to the local Police Community Support Officers and
non-emergency contact numbers for appropriate
emergency services. Local residents and members of
the Friends Group also have contact details for the
Green Spaces Officer.

Maintenance and management operations

The LNR ground maintenance service provider

is currently the Council’s Environmental Services
department. The majority of the area is a summer
flowering meadow which is cut and lifted by an
external contractor at the end of the season (end
July/early August). The paths and main entrance are
maintained as standard grass, with arisings cut and
spread. The grass specification is available to the
public on the Council’s website.

https://www.broxbourne.gov.uk/resident-
environment-grounds-maintenance/grass-
maintenance

Environmental sustainability

As part of the Council’'s commitment to environmental
sustainability the Council ensures that its vehicle

fleet is fuel efficient and maintained for optimum
performance.

All material felled on site is chipped onto woodland
paths, floor or left as log piles. Leaves are collected
from formal grass area and strewn through woodland
area ensuring no need for removal from the site.

An annual hay cut is carried out is carried out in the
Top Field section of the site.

Borough of Broxbourne

The Borough of Broxbourne adopted a new
environmental sustainability strategy in July 2021:

www.broxbourne.gov.uk/downloads/file/1859/
environmental-sustainability-strategy-2021-2025

The Council has a Pesticide Policy (Appendix 7.2)

The control of Ragwort has become a significant
problem within the meadow area of the LNR and
volunteering tasks to hand-pull over the last ten
years has not resulted in any improvement. It has
been deemed necessary and appropriate to try
using a glyphosate herbicide to spot spray individual
rosettes by a qualified person in a designated area
(approximately 20% of the meadow). Volunteers will
continue to hand-pull the remaining 80%. This will
be then monitored annually to see if a significant
reduction is recorded.

2.3 Public Space Protection Order Control
of Dogs

In 2020 the Borough of Broxbourne adopted the
Public Space Protection Order for the Control of
Dogs. This requires owners of dogs to clear any
faeces up, and in specific locations including fenced
play areas, dogs are banned (see Appendix 7.3).

Bagged dog waste can be disposed of in any litter or
dog waste bin in the Borough.

In 2016 the Council removed some litter and dog bins
and installed combined waste bins throughout the
Borough including Top Field and Cozens Grove LNR.
These bins are scheduled to be emptied twice weekly.

2.4 Works Carried Out Under the Grounds
Maintenance Service Standards
Include:

* Annual hay cut

* Maintenance of grass paths and entrance points

* Maintenance of standard grass

* Maintenance of furniture

* Leaf clearance

* Emergency tree work

* Planned tree works

* Graffiti removal

* Litter control

* Twice-weekly emptying of combined waste bin

* Maintenance of combined bin.

Volunteer works by Friends of Wormley Open Spaces
include:

* Tree planting
* Weeding
* Mulching



* Making bird boxes

* Scrub control

* Funding applications

* Reporting issues

* Litter control

* Ragwort control

* Community liaison

* Newsletter production/distribution

* Green Flag Community Award applications.

Public use of the LNR

The LNR is well used by members of the public for
informal recreation and quiet enjoyment. It is popular
with local dog walkers and joggers. The local scout
group uses the area for a variety of activities and
there are two geocache boxes hidden on site which
have encouraged new users to the area.

2.5 Planning Context

Metropolitan Green Belt (MGB):

Top Field and Cozens Grove is covered by the
Metropolitan Green Belt (MGB). The construction

of new buildings within the Green Belt is generally
considered to be inappropriate. Exceptions to this are
set out in the National Planning Policy Framework
(NPPF). As per Policy GB1: Green Belt, the Council
will consider applications within the Green Belt in line
with the provisions of the National Planning Policy
Framework.

Open Space:

Top Field is designated as a Borough Level Park in
Appendix A of the Broxbourne Local Plan 2018-2033
under Wormley. Policy ORC2: Loss of open space,
Leisure, Sport and Recreational Facilities states that
the park will be will be protected from development
unless the following criteria is met:

(a) An assessment has been undertaken, which
clearly shows the open space, facility, buildings or
land to be surplus to requirements; and

(b) The development is for alternative sports and
recreational provision, the needs for which clearly
outweigh the loss; or

(c) The loss resulting from the proposed development
would be replaced by equivalent or better provision
in terms of quantity and quality in a suitable location.

Cozens Grove is not covered by an open space
designation.

Wildlife Designations:

Local Wildlife Sites (LWS) are identified by the
Hertfordshire Local Wildlife Sites Partnership,
coordinated by the Herts and Middlesex Wildlife
Trust. Local Wildlife Sites are considered to be of
significance for wildlife in at least a district context.

Borough of Broxbourne

The entire site (both Top Field and Cozens Grove) is
designated as an LWS under Top Field and Cozens
Grove 72/050.



3. VISION, AIMS AND OBJECTIVES
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Current site

Hay meadows and flower rich pastures provide a
breeding and feeding habitat for many species of
birds, small mammals and invertebrates. They are
a traditional and much loved aspect of the English
countryside landscape, which inspires writers and
artists, and are highly valued for aesthetic appeal.
The meadow at Top Field and Cozens Grove Local
Nature Reserve (LNR) is managed in such a way as
to turn previously neglected grassland into a summer
flowering meadow containing a rich array of plants.
The grassland here has been categorised as
semi-improved.

Semi-improved grasslands have usually been treated
with low doses of herbicide and inorganic fertiliser
(previous use as an allotment site would substantiate
this). They retain some of the species associated with
unimproved grassland, although they are likely to
have lost the more specialised and rarer species.
Approximately 80% of all grassland in Hertfordshire
has been substantially improved for agriculture

or amenity use. Four per cent remains totally
unimproved and has a high ecological value. Of the
remaining 16%, semi improved site-neutral grassland
makes up approximately three quarters, with the rest
being acidic or marshy grasslands. The meadow at
Top Field therefore, although not unique, is still a
significant site of wildlife interest and importance. It
is hoped that The Friends of Wormley Open Spaces,
working with Broxbourne Council, can restore the
area to more species-rich grassland by reinstatement
of an appropriate management regime. The
implementation of these actions will see some
significant improvements in the medium term and
restoration to a full summer flowering meadow in the
long term. Some success has already been achieved
by the introduction of four new species. Top Field is
cut and baled for hay in July and August and this less
frequent cutting has created diversity and encouraged
a greater variety of invertebrates and plant species.

The site also contains a small woodland area called
Cozens Grove which contains mainly Oak and
Hornbeam. Several ancient coppice stools line the
sunken road. There are hedgerows along the eastern
and western boundaries. The meadow is edged and
dissected with mown grass paths to add extra habitat.

A recent Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) project enabled
new signage and interpretation panels to be
designed and installed around the site, along with
the creation of a circular walk, with an accompanying
leaflet linking nearby Baas Hill Common. As part of
the project tree works have also been undertaken

to improve the structure of the woodland and open
up the old roadway. The HLF project has helped to

Borough of Broxbourne

enhance the site and enabled the public to be more
informed of the site’s history and the flora and fauna
they may encounter during their visit.

Aims and objectives

The Management Plan seeks to set out a structured
framework for the overall management of the LNR
for the five-year period, 2024-2028. The Plan

is laid out against the eight key points used as
judging criteria for the Green Flag award scheme,
which is the industry benchmark of parks reaching
and maintaining a high standard in the following
categories:

3.1 A welcoming place

3.2  Healthy, safe and secure

3.3  Clean and well maintained

3.4 Environmental management

3.5  Biodiversity, landscape and heritage
3.6  Community involvement

3.7  Marketing and communication

3.8  Management.

Each of these categories has been given a main
aim with key objectives towards meeting that aim.
The actions required to fulfil the objectives and meet
the aim are laid out in section four. The action plan
for each current year is also listed as a table and
updated annually, with previous and subsequent
years pictorially represented in a map based format
within the appendices.

3.1 A Welcoming Place

Green flag criteria
* Welcome

Good and safe access
* Signage
* Equal access for all.

Aim: To ensure that Top Field and Cozens Grove
Local Nature Reserve continues to be a clean and
safe environment for the whole community to meet,
socialise, exercise, learn, play and enjoy.

Obijectives:
3.1.1

To ensure all entrances are welcoming, clean
and aesthetically pleasing.

3.1.2  To provide and maintain suitable notice
boards and signage at entrances and points

of interest around the site.



3.1.3  To continue to improve the path network,

making it as accessible as possible for all
users.

3.2 Healthy, Safe and Secure

Green Flag criteria
* Appropriate provision of quality facilities and
activities

Safe equipment and facilities

Personal security

Control of dogs/dog fouling.

Aim: To implement measures at Top Field and
Cozens Grove Local Nature Reserve to ensure a safe
and comforting experience for visitors and staff.

Objectives:

3.2.1  To ensure openness across the LNR by
providing high levels of visibility

3.2.2  To ensure site facilities and any equipment is
safe for use

3.2.3  To ensure safety of volunteers undertaking
tasks on-site

3.2.4  To ensure vandalism and offensive graffiti is
dealt with promptly

3.2.5 To ensure all dog owners comply with dog
control requirements

3.2.6 To improve the boundary aesthetics and

security.

3.3 Clean and Well Maintained

Green Flag criteria

Litter and waste management
Horticulture maintenance

Arboricultural maintenance

Building and infrastructure maintenance
Equipment maintenance.

Aim: Seek to continually raise and maintain
standards within Top Field and Cozens Grove Local
Nature Reserve.

Obijectives:

3.3.1 To ensure all waste is appropriately disposed
of

3.3.2 To ensure the treescape of the site is kept
healthy, safe and maintains the original
landscape

3.3.3  To ensure horticultural standards are
maintained within the resources available

3.3.4 To ensure park cleanliness is maintained to
specified standards.

3.4 Environmental Management

Green Flag criteria

Managing environmental impact

Waste minimisation

Chemical use

Climate change adaption strategies

Aim: To reduce Top Field and Cozens Grove Local
Nature Reserve’s carbon footprint, improve its
biodiversity and reduce wastage of natural resources.

Borough of Broxbourne | Management and Maintenance Plan
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Obijectives:

3.4.1 To ensure the biodiversity of the site is
maximised

3.4.2 To improve resource management

3.4.3 To keep pesticide usage to a minimum

3.4. 4 To ensure all organic waste materials leaving
the park, is kept to a minimum

3.4.5 To ensure council vehicles used in the site
are used in the most sustainable way

3.4.6 To ensure waste collected from bins is

disposed of in the most sustainable way.

3.5 Biodiversity, landscape and heritage

Green Flag criteria

* Management of natural features, fauna and flora
* Conservation of landscape features

» Conservation of buildings and structures

Aim: To maintain the historic character of the
landscape, buildings and features and wildlife interest
of Top Field and Cozens Grove Local Nature Reserve.

Obijectives:

3.5.1  To maximise Top Field and Cozens Grove
Local Nature Reserve’s potential as a site of
historic interest

3.5.2  To maintain the landscape features in a
manner sympathetic to the history of the site

3.5.3 To continue to record the flora and fauna on
the site

3.5.4  To maintain existing and create new habitats
where appropriate

3.5.5 To ensure the importance of the sunken road
feature is recognised and understood by
visitors

3.5.6  To continue to maintain the link between

Top Field and Cozens Grove Local Nature
Reserve and Baas Hill Common and

carry out historic landscape refurbishment
consistent with the wider original landscape.

Green Flag Criteria

Community involvement in management and
development

* Appropriate provision for community.

Aim: To fully involve and utilise the local community,
the wider community and other users to gain support
and assist with the development and delivery of the
Management Plan.

Borough of Broxbourne | Management and Maintenance Plan
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Obijectives:
3.6.1

To engage with the users of the site and the
Friends of Wormley Open Spaces on the

management of the site

3.6.2  To further develop the volunteer programme
increasing volunteering opportunities and

community activities

3.6.3 To maximise financial support from
community donations via annual

subscription and other means

3.6.4

To reduce crime and anti-social behaviour
on and around the site.

3.7 Marketing and Communication

Green Flag criteria
* Marketing and promotion
* Appropriate information channels

* Appropriate educational and interpretational
information.

Aim: To fully promote the services and events at Top
Field and Cozens Grove Local Nature Reserve to
users/non users, using all forms of appropriate and
available media.

T 4
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Obijectives:

3.7.1  To ensure the Council’s website is fully
updated with the current Management Plan,
minutes of Friends group meetings and

proposed activities in the park

3.7.2  To provide a wide range of activities of
interest, importance and benefits to the local

community

3.7.3  To provide signage, heritage and

interpretation panels

3.7.4

To raise the profile and importance of the
site within the local community

3.7.5  To regularly update the Friends of Wormley

Open Spaces Facebook page

3.7.6  To develop new and maintain existing
relationships with community groups, local

businesses, schools and other organisations

3.7.7  To ensure that Top Field and Cozens Grove
Local Nature reserve remains a Green Flag
Community Award-winning site and the

flag/certificate is on display in a prominent

location
3.7.8
3.7.9

To support Love Parks Week
To keep site notice boards up to date.

3.8 Management

Green Flag criteria
* Implementation of Management Plan

Aim: To continually improve the management of Top
Field and Cozens Grove Local Nature Reserve.

Obijectives:

3.8.1 To seek to deliver the highest standards
of management and ensure the highest
standards of maintenance are achieved

3.8.2  To ensure the Friends of Wormley Open
Space and users are kept updated and
engaged in the management planning
process

3.8.3  To ensure service standards are maintained

3.8.4  To ensure high levels of communication
between management and site users

3.8.5 To explore all opportunities for obtaining

external funding to assist in the
establishment and development of the site.

Borough of Broxbourne | Management and Maintenance Plan
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Wednesday volunteers - Bridge repair and step installation Bramble management 2024

November 2024

Wednesday volunteers - Hedge maintenance November 2024
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ACTION PLAN 2025

Key
FOWOS

GSO
AO

GSM
AYR
ERB
WV

Friends of Wormley Open Spaces

Green Spaces Officer
Arboriculture Officer

Green Spaces Manager
All year round

Existing revenue budget
Wednesday Volunteers
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MANAGEMENT AND STRUCTURE

This section describes the manner in which the management of the Local Nature Reserve is accomplished,
the organisation of responsibility and the role and manner of consultation with stakeholders and between the

various groups.
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5.1 Resource evels

Green Spaces Officer

Environmental Services

Committee of Friends of Wormley Open Spaces
Members of Friends of Wormley Open Spaces
Fletchers (Trees) Ltd

Countryside Management Service

Parkguard

5.2 Roles/Responsibilities

Reporting anti-social behaviour, planting and plant
management, litter collection support, fundraising:
Friends of Wormley Open Spaces including
Committee.

Community liaison, co-ordination of events/activities,
monitoring service performance: Green Spaces

Officer.

Tree inspection/tree works: Arboricultural Officer,
Fletchers (Trees) Ltd, Hay and grass cutting, litter
collection, dog waste services: Environmental
Services.

Site security: Committee and Friends of Wormley
Open Spaces, Parks Manager, Parkguard.

Consultation, advice and mapping: CMS

5.3 Consultation between staff and
stakeholders

There is an active Friends Group that meets

regularly with the Parks Manager to oversee the
implementation of the Management Plan. On a
day-to-day basis, the Friends report any issues or
problems either to the Green Spaces Officer, Borough
of Broxbourne Helpline, Parkguard or the emergency/
non-emergency services (999 or 101).

Borough of Broxbourne



MAINTENANCE REGIMES

This section of the Plan, in conjunction with the maps in the appendices provides an outline of the operations
needed to maintain the various landscape types found in the Local Nature Reserve. All operations are carried
out to the standards set out in the Borough of Broxbourne Grounds Maintenance Service Standards .
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6.1

Maintenance operations

Current grounds maintenance services in the Borough of
Broxbourne are carried out in-house by Environmental
Services. Current grounds maintenance operations at Top
Field and Cozens Grove are summarised below.

6.2 Grass maintenance operations

Outcome

Clean, tidy and appropriately maintained grass areas.

Tasks

The service provider shall:

e Cut the grass according to the relevant specification,
as stated in the Bill of Quantities table below.

Specifications and timings for grass cutting — Top Field and Cozens Grove

Specification 1

Specification 2

Specification 3

Specification 4

Specification 5

Specification 6

Specification 7

10mm - Box 20mm 25mm 40mm 50mm 2 cuts p.a. 1 cut p.a.
Mow
Output tim- | 10 -25mm 20 - 60mm 25 -75mm 40 - 120mm 50 - 200mm N/A N/A
ing Box mow
Categories | Formal areas Football Verges Verges Scrub areas Scrub areas Conservation
pitches areas
Lawns Open spaces
Open spaces Scrub areas
Grass
Recreation footpaths Bank areas
grounds

e Set cutting heights to achieve the named specification.

This will mean setting the machines correctly and having
different cutting heights throughout the year according to

the weather and/or ground conditions

*  Immediately report any conditions that prevent the
outcome being met or the specified tasks from being
undertaken

*  Catch up on any work that is behind schedule no later
than seven days from the original programme unless
specifically authorised by the authorised officer

No cutting where bulbs are planted within grass areas,
until the plants have flowered and they have died down
naturally after flowering. At least six weeks will be
allowed for this to occur. After this period, arisings on the
immediate patch shall be raked up and removed from
site. The area shall subsequently be maintained to the
specification of the surrounding grass area

*  Always check cutting heights for suitability before any
cutting operation, and remove any obstructions from site.
After cutting the site shall be left clear of unwanted debris
and/or litter.

*  Clear arisings if necessary once an obstruction is removed

Remove any litter prior to cutting (or after cutting if it has
not been noticed prior to cutting).

Remove all arisings from adjacent hard standing as soon
as is practicable unless to do so would be hazardous (e.g.

on fast moving roads)

Borough of Broxbourne

Management and Maintenance Plan
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6.3 Hedges

Neat, tidy, vigorous and dense hedges, of an appropriate
height and profile for their location. Hedges that retain
their barrier or other design intention, in a way that does
not obstruct sightlines or overhang footpaths and roads, or
encroach onto other maintained areas, unless that is the
intention of the design.

Tasks
The Service Provider shall:

*  Cut sponsored or high amenity hedges cleanly, and
without jagged broken wood or torn bark remaining after
pruning operations, at the number of times specified in
the Bill of Quantities or Method Statements

*  Check to ensure that there are no nesting birds or other
protected wildlife in the hedge. In the event that any are

found, the Authorised Officer should be informed and the
hedge left to be cut

*  Maintain the hedge to the height and profile of previous
cutting operations. This may require cutting of one or
two sides (tops are to be cut in both cases). The service
provider may be required to gradually adjust the hedge to
a more appropriate height and profile over time

* Treat damage to sponsored or high amenity hedges in a
recognised horticultural manner (e.g. by tying in, pruning,
staking) within 48 hours of being reported

e 'Tip’ any new hedges to encourage dense growth, until
they reach the required height

¢ Hand-weed new unestablished hedges

* Immediately retrain or remove individual rogue side
shoots appearing between scheduled cuts that are found
protruding from the required shape and form, that are
likely to be a hazard. All uncharacteristic (e.g. reverting
growth in variegated stock), diseased or dead wood shall
also be removed

*  Ensure that all clippings and any other unwanted material
from work on sponsored or high amenity hedges,
including those lodging on the top or in the sides of the
hedge, are removed and treated as green waste as far
as is practicable. At the end of any maintenance visit, all
litter, rubbish and weeds (except when they have just been
treated with herbicide) shall be removed from the hedge
base leaving the soil surface level and free from litter

* Treat the bases of hedge according to the standard and
the location. For example, hedges in formal areas should
have a soil-base free from weeds and litter, whereas
hedges in scrub areas may have no ‘bed’ at all.

Hedges in formal areas may be regarded as shrubs
within a bed to all intents and purposes.

Borough of Broxbourne

6.4 Site care

The term ‘site care’ has been used to define a group of
related operations that are necessary to keep the sites ready
and fit for use. This specification is concerned with removing
all unwanted material from the site, whereas nearly all of

the other specifications deal with maintaining the wanted
material. There is some inevitable overlap; for example the
grass cutting specification also refers to the removal of litter
prior to cutting grass, but this specification is relevant to the
removal of litter at other times, for example, in between grass
cuts. This specification also includes work that is necessary to
make sure that the site is ready for use, such as looking after
street furniture.

Site care specification includes, but is not limited to, the
emptying of bins, general clearance and disposal of

litter, cleaning and clearing of paths and hard surfaces,
maintenance of street furniture, and the general tidiness of the
area.

Ovutcome

A clean, safe, tidy, ready-to-use and appropriately-maintained
area, with all unwanted material removed.

Tasks
The service provider shall:

e Clear the area of litter (grass area, path or shrub
bed) prior to undertaking any maintenance task on
that area

* Appropriately dispose of litter, recycling any items
wherever and whenever possible

* Empty and clean bins, at the time specified, to
ensure that they remain clean, do not smell or aftract
unwanted insects or animals, or become overfull or
insanitary

¢ Prioritise sites so that those that are most littered, or
become dirty quickest, are visited most often

e Submit a litter collection, cleansing and bin emptying
schedule to the Authorised Officer at the beginning of
every contract year

* Adhere to the schedule unless agreed otherwise with
the Authorised Officer

¢ |f deemed necessary to meet the stated outcome,
clean all paths, hard suraces, ditches and gullies
at the same time as the general litter and refuse
clearance is being carried out, by sweeping, blowing,
raking or otherwise as appropriate to the surface and
site conditions, removing all arisings from site and
disposing of them appropriately

* Clear leaves and snow from the specified area

¢ Clean and maintain signs, gates, fences, bollards,
benches, seats and other street furniture and all
equipment provided to enhance visitors’ experience or
to ensure or improve their safety

¢ Report any damaged equipment, signs, bins, potholes,
loose slabs, and leaking pipes as soon as they are
found.



6.5 Graffiti

Environmental services are responsible for removal of graffiti
in the park. Incidents are reported by the Parks Manager,
Environmental services staff, FOBP group members and
members of the public. Graffiti shall be removed from
furniture, fittings, fences and play equipment as soon as
possible by scrub cleaning, jet wash or by the use of solvents.
Where cleaning methods fail to remove graffiti on painted
areas, these shall be over-coated with a matching paint and
bare timber shall be scraped clean and treated to match
existing timber surface.

Broxbourne Council is committed to combating the negative
impact of anti-social behaviour related activities, such as
graffiti, have on the environment. The Council will remove all
racist or offensive graffiti from Council-owned buildings and
items including parks and open spaces furniture within one
working day of it being reported.

6.6 Car park

Car parking is available at the nearby Baas Hill Common
site. Maintenance of the car park is the responsibility of
Broxbourne Council. The Green Spaces Officer carries out an
inspection of the car park and the path network on a biannual
basis. Any defects are reported.

6.7 Reviewing the Management Plan

The Plan will be reviewed regularly, allowing time for it

to achieve its goals, some of which will take a few years

to accomplish in full. However, there may be changes in
demands for some of the facilities within the site, resources
available, management structures and in the operations
and nature of the organisations using or influencing the
management of the site which will necessitate a change in
certain aspects of the Management Plan.

Reviews will be based on current baseline information,
objective analysis of that information, and consultation with
a wide cross section of the people working in and using the
park.

Borough of Broxbourne
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Appendix 7.1 - Friends Achievements 2021-2024

FOWOS ACHIEVEMENTS SUMMARY
2001 - 2022

2001

3 Aug

2002
17 Jul

2003
22 Oct

7 Dec

2004

Friends Group formed to oppose application by
Broxbourne Par 3 Golf Course to install driving
range and extend golf course into Top Field

Application for public footpath across Top Field
submitted to Hertfordshire County Council (HCC)

Application for Village Green status for Top Field
submitted to HCC

Friends introductory meeting held in Church
rooms, Wormley

Stile replaced by pushchair friendly kissing gate at

entrance to Top Field

Greenspace Action Plan 2004/5 — 2008/9 adopted

18 Jan
26 Jun
Aug

20 Nov

2005
10 Apr

30 Nov

12 Nov

2006
10 Apr

18 Apr

20 Jul

26 Nov

Winter Walk from Baas Common led by June Crew

Butterfly Walk
Bench installed in Top Field

First tree planting - 200+ trees planted on
northern boundary of Cozens Grove

Spring flowers walk to Hoddesdon park Wood led
by June Crew

Top Field and Cozens Grove site (5.7 hectares)
declared a Local Nature Reserve (LNR)

Volunteer Action Day to manage Top Field
(controlling scrub, mulching 2004 tree planting)

Walk from Baas Common to Hoddesdon led by
June Crew

Hertfordshire County Council confirms Public
Footpath (Hoddesdon 72) across site

Formal opening of Local Nature Reserve by the
Mayor of Broxbourne

Second tree planting (200 trees) event on western
boundary of Cozens Grove, part of Tree o’clock
initiative

Borough of Broxbourne

2007
11 Jul

25 Aug

2008
26 Apr

2 Jun
Dec

2009

Working Party (mulching 2006 planting)

Village Green application withdrawn after
Borough of Broxbourne reveal document from
1948 showing “Hoddesdon UDC entered into
a Deed declaring the land to be Green Belt and
covenanted only to use the land for public open
space, public walks or pleasure grounds or for
such purposes as a local authority may make
provision for outdoor games and recreations.
The land is subject to the Council’s byelaws for
pleasure grounds.”

Butterfly Walk
Working Party

Campaign opposing possible inclusion of Wormley
Open Spaces as a potential development site
(involving removal of Green Belt status) under
Borough of Broxbourne Core Strategy Document
commenced - ultimately successful.

Second Bench installed

Second five year Management Plan (Top Field &and
Cozens Grove LNR) adopted

23 Jul
1 Aug
12 Oct

4 Nov

27 Nov

5 Dec

2010

January
17 Apr
17 May
19 May

28 Jul

20 Nov

Awarded Green Pennant for 2009/10
Wildflower Walk

Friends of Wormley Open Spaces Constitution
approved

Runners-up in the Green Award category of the
inaugural Mercury & Observer Community Awards

£500 Locality Budget Award by County Councillor
Alan Searing

Planting of first section of wildlife boundary hedge
on western edge of Top Field commenced (Tree
o'Clock Planting -300 trees )

Owl Box installed
Working Party (mulching 2009 planting)
Working Party

Local Nature Reserve inspected by Green Pennant
Judge

Awarded Green Pennant for 2010/11. Presented
by the Mayor of Broxbourne

Wildlife Boundary Hedge extended ( 420 trees).
Sylvia White Memorial Tree planted.



2011

March — Advised Lottery “Awards for All” had been successful
for entrance improvements and the installation of a picnic
table for the Disabled.

14 April — 1st AGM held

9,10, 11 May — Working Parties — Mulching wildlife
hedgerow and Ragwort Pulling

13, 14, 15 June — Ragwort pulling

15 September — Presentation of Green Flag Community
Award ( formerly Green Pennant Award) by Mayor E.
Rowlands

2012
21 January — Coppicing Willows in 2nd Woodland Extension

28 January — Big Garden Birdwatch Walk

February / March - Installation of New Entrance, all weather
walkway and installation of picnic table for Disabled and
moving existing bench to new position by School boundary.
Funded by “Awards for All” Lottery Grant.

10 April — Clearing and seeding around New Entrance
12 April — 2nd AGM — Talk given by June Crew

14/15 May — Working Parties - Weeding and Mulching the
Western Hedgerow

18/19 and 23/24 June 1 - Working Parties - Removal of
Ragwort

13 September — Presentation of Green Flag Community
Award by Deputy Mayor Bren Perryman.

11 October — Presentation of £100 donation to the Friends
from Wormley Women'’s Institute.

24 November — On a very wet muddy day the completion of
planting around the New Entrance Gate

2013
26 January — Big Garden Birdwatch
4 April — 3rd AGM

4 May — Volunteer working party weed and mulch western
hedgerow.

24/25 June — Volunteer working party to clear ragwort from
meadow

10 August — Butterfly/wildflower walk led by June Crew

12 September — Green Flag Celebration Event, Well attended
1st Wormley beavers, cubs and scouts sowed wild flower
seeds.

30 November — Coppicing a section of the woodland
extension and lifting crown on self-set oaks. 1st Wormley
Beavers, cubs and scouts attended.

Borough of Broxbourne

2014

Third 5-year management plan produced covering
1/1/2014-31/12/2018

25 January - Big garden birdwatch 15 species recorded
29 March — Volunteer working party to weed/mulch hedgerow
17 April - AGM

23/24 June — Volunteer working party to clear Ragwort from
meadow

19 July — Butterfly/wildflower walk led by June Crew

18 September — Green Flag community award celebration
event. 1st Wormley cubs and scouts sowed wildflower seeds.

21 December — Volunteer working party to coppice another
section of woodland extension.

2015

21 January — Wednesday volunteers onsite to coppice the
North East corner

24 January — Big Garden Birdwatch 19 species recorded

28 March — Volunteer working party including 1st Wormley
beavers, cubs and scouts to weed/mulch hedgerow

4 April - AGM

29 April — Wednesday volunteers onsite removing self set
oaks from Eastern boundary, Haileybury students onsite to
weed/mulch hedgerow.

16 May — Volunteer working party to paint furniture

3 June — Wednesday volunteers onsite to build bridges over
ditches in Cozens grove

22/23 June — Volunteer working party to clear Ragwort from
meadow

11 July — Butterfly/wildflower walk led by June Crew, new
species Common spotted orchid discovered.

8 August — Seed day ley by June Crew. Wasp spider
discovered and rescued from haycut.

17 September — Green Flag Community Award celebration
event held, well attended. 1st Wormley beavers, cubs and
scouts sowed wildflower seeds.

5 December — Volunteer working party coppiced section of
woodland extension.

2016
30 January — Big garden birdwatch 18 species recorded

12 March — Volunteer working party including 1st Wormley
beavers, cubs and scouts to weed/mulch hedgerow

7 April — AGM

14 May — Volunteer working party to clear access into Cozens
Grove from Cozens Lane West

25 May — Coffee morning attended by over 30 people
26/27 June — Volunteer working party to clear ragwort



29 June — 116 student and staff volunteers from Haileybury
School cleared 91 bags of Ragwort from meadow

9 July — Butterfly/wildflower walk led by June Crew

8 September — Green Flag Community Award celebration
event

26 November — Volunteer working party to coppice section of
woodland extension

2017
28 January — Big garden birdwatch 13 species spotted

25 March — Volunteer working party to clear entrance
6 April - AGM
27 May — Coffee morning — 4 new members recruited

26/27 June — Volunteer working party to clear Ragwort from
meadow

20 July — Green Flag Community Award 1st Wormley
beavers, cubs and scouts participated in a plant identification
activity.

21 July — Parksherts Green flag event held at Cassiobury Park
in Watford. Launched Parks herts app. Top Field is included

22 July — Minibeast event led by June Crew
1 November — Heritage Lottery Fund application submitted

18 November — Volunteer working party to coppice woodland
extension section.

2018

8 January — Notification received HLF application successful,
awarded £66k

9 January — New logo adopted

5 February — Drone filming took place part of HLF project
8 February — Press release on council website HLF Project
15 February — Article in Mercury HLF Project

19 July — Celebration event, Green Flag Community Award
for 10th year

2019

2 March — Community litter pick on new Broxbourne and
Wormley Circular Path

April / May — Installation of kissing gates on the new
Broxbourne and Wormley Circular Path

June — Friends coffee morning and inaugural walk of the new
path

June — Resurfacing of the car park completed

July — “On Broxbourne’s Doorstep’ exhibition of textile art
celebrating the completion of the restoration and habitat
improvement project.

Borough of Broxbourne

2020

June — Green Flag Community Award retained

Zoom meetings carried out at regular intervals during COVID
restrictions.

2021

October — Green Flag Community Award retained.

Meetings carried out at regular intervals.

2022

30th April- Volunteer working party cleared entrance, pruned
and litter picked.

June — Green Flag Community Award retained.

October- FOWOS were awarded Silver Standard under the
CPRE Hertfordshire Awards 2022 programme.

Meetings carried out at regular intervals.

2023

January - FOWOS took place in the Big Garden Bird Watch,
identifying 21 different species of bird

July - Green Flag Award retained

September - FOWOS celebrated their 21st Anniversary along
with the Green Flag Award at their steel pan band music
event in Top Field.

Installation of kissing gate to create entrance from new
housing estate

2024

February — FOWOS held two working parties, activities
included reducing sallows.

July — Green Flag Award retained.

August — FOWOS Green Flag Award celebration took place
in Top Field.

Installation of footpath from new housing estate.

Meetings carried out at regular intervals.
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Appendix 7.2 - Pesticide Policy

PESTICIDES

Policy

The Council will use a variety of pest control methods
so that the extent and toxicity of pesticides used is

reduced. It will not use any pesticide containing UK
“Red-List” or EC “Black-List” chemicals.

The Council will not use wood preservatives

or wood treated with preservatives containing
pentachlorophenol (PCP), lindane or tributyltin oxide
(TBTO).

It will ensure that all pesticides are selected and
used according to the requirements of the Control
of Substances Hazardous to Health Regulations
(COSHH 1988) and the Control of Pesticides
Regulations (1986).

Broxbourne Council currently uses no insecticides and
only use Glyphosate-based herbicide. Non-residual
pesticides are always used.

Reasons

Pesticides are used to control unwanted weeds, insects
and animals. They include herbicides, insecticides,
rodenticides, and wood preservatives. Unfortunately,
some of the most effective pesticides in common use
are harmful to people or the environment. lllegal
pesticides and the misuse of approved pesticides

can be harmful to users, other people in the area
and local wildlife. Nationally there are some

4,000 acute poisonings from pesticides each year.
Pesticides are particularly dangerous if they enter
water supplies. Just one teaspoon can contaminate
the water supplies of 4,000 people for an hour. For
these reasons the Government strictly controls the use
of certain pesticides on the “Red” and “Black” lists.
The Council no longer uses any of these chemicals.
Several wood preservatives are also harmful to health
and the environment.

Alternatives

Pesticides and herbicides are used for a variety of
jobs. There are a number of alternative methods of
pest control that can be considered before rushing to
the spray gun. Two key principles are:

* Prevention is better than cure
* Use the minimum treatment to control the pest

Borough of Broxbourne

Highway weed control

Alternatives to the use of chemicals include: manual
weeding of small areas, thermic weed control (flame,
hot air or steam applied to weeds), and mowing on
highway verges.

In or near water

Manual weeding may be suitable if volunteer labour
is available. Grazing animals can control the spread
of weeds, and shading sections of water can prevent
the growth of waterweeds.

Parks and sports grounds

Physical control can involve manual weeding,
mulching (where the ground is covered to prevent
weeds) and the removal of dead plant material to
avoid build-up of pests or their survival over winter.
Mechanical mowing with the removal of grass
cuttings is also an effective alternative.

Rodent and domestic pest control

Improvements to the cleanliness and hygiene of sites
can prevent the spread of pests. Equally regular
building repairs or the installation of barriers such
as fly and bird screens can prevent pests entering
premises. Manual traps or the use / encouragement
of natural predator are alternatives to the use of
dangerous chemicals.

Timber pest and fungal control

All timbers for new buildings must be treated off site
prior to delivery. For existing buildings, only treat the
infected area unless there are special reasons to do
otherwise.

Using pesticides
If staff need to use a pesticide:

* Select the safest pesticide for the job. All pesticides
must be Control Of Substances Hazardous to
Health assessed

* Non-residual pesticides are always to be used
instead of residual (long lasting) pesticides

* Try to choose a species-specific pesticide that will
not damage harmless wildlife

* Use the minimum amount required

* Contractors and their employees must hold a
Certificate of Competence as required under the
Control of Pesticides Regulations 1986.



BROXBOURNE BOROUGH COUNCIL

PUBLIC SPACE PROTECTION ORDER No. 1 OF 2020

THE CONTROL OF DOGS

1. This Order may be cited as the Borough of Broxbourne Public Spaces
Protection Order No. 1 of 2020.

2.  The Borough of Broxbourne (the “Council”) makes this Order under its powers
contained in 5.59 of the Anti-Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014 (“the
Act”), being satisfied on reasonable grounds that the activities set out in
paragraph 5, in the location described in paragraph 4 of this Order and detailed
in the schedule to this Order have had or are likely to have a detrimental effect
on the quality of life of those in the locality, or it is likely that activities wili be
carried out within that area and have such an effect. The Council is also satisfied
that the effect, or likely effect, of the activities is, or is likely to be, of a persistent
or continuing nature and that these activities are unreasonable and justify the
restrictions imposed by this Order and that it is in all the circumstances expedient
to make this Order for the purpose of reducing anti-social behaviour in a public

place.

3.  This Order comes into force at midnight on 30 July 2020 for a period of up to
three years thereafter, unless extended by further order under the Council’s

statutory powers.

4. This Order applies to all land in the Borough of Broxbourne to which the public
or any section of the public has access, on payment or otherwise, as of right by
virtue of expressed or implied permission.

5. The activities described below are hereby covered as from the date of this Order.

{(a) The failure to remove dog faeces by a person in charge of the dog from the
designated land,

(b) Allowing a dog (excluding guide dogs) to be present in the following areas:

(i) All fenced children’s playground and areas which are designated and marked

for children’s play
(i) All fenced games areas e.g. tennis, ball courts, skate parks

(iiiy Marked playing pitches, when in use for playing sports

Any person in charge of a dog who takes it onto, permits it to enter or remains on
the specified land is guilty of an offence.

6. Section 67 of the Act states that it is an offence for a person without reasonable
excuse:

Borough of Broxbourne




(@) To do anything that the person is prohibited from doing by a public spaces
protection order or,

(b) To fail to comply with a requirement to which the person is subject under a
public spaces protection order.

A person guilty of an offence under section 67 of the Act is liable on summary
conviction to a fine not exceeding level 3 on the standard scale.

A person does not commit an offence under section 67 of the Act by failing to comply
with a prohibition or requirement that the local authority did not have power to include
in the public spaces protection order.

A person guilty of an offence under conditions a or b above, under section 67 of the
Act is liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding level 3 on the standard
scale, or a fixed penalty notice of £100.

CHALLENGING THE VALIDILTY OF ORDERS

An interested person may apply to the High Court to question the validity of this
Order and an interested person means an individual who lives in the restricted
area or who regularly works in or visits that area. Any such interested person
may apply to the High Court within six weeks from the date on which this Order
was made on the grounds that the Council did not have the power to make the
Order or to include particular prohibitions or requirements imposed by the Order
or that a requirement under Chapter 2 of the Act was not complied with in relation
to this Order.

SCHEDULE OF RESTRICTED AREAS

(a) All public rights of way/footpaths, pavements, flower beds, shrub areas and
grass verges adjacent to carriageways.

(b) All pedestrianised areas

(c) All parks, open spaces and children's play areas

(d) All sports fields

(e) All greens, verges flower beds and other open areas on any housing
estates in the borough

(f) All town greens

(g) All cemeteries

(h) All parts of the Lee Valley Regional Park within the Broxbourne Borough
Council district

(iy All allotments

() All public car parks
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Appendix 7.3 - Green Flag Achievements

2009. Friends of Wormley Open Spaces submitted the first application for a Green Pennant award and were
successful. The site retained this award continuously until 2011 when the award changed its name and
became the Green Flag Community Award. Top Field and Cozens Grove Local Nature reserve has received
this award every year since then.

2009 2010

2011 2012

2013 2014
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2017

2019

2020
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Appendix 7.4 Flora and Fauna

Flora recorded in field:

False oat-grass (Arhenatherum elatius), sweet
vernal-grass (Anthoxanthum odoratum), Yorkshire
fog (Holcus lanatus), red fescue (Festuca rubral),
meadow fescue (Festuca pratensis), creeping
buttercup (Ranunculus repens), meadow buttercup
(Ranunculus acris), common field horsetail (Equisetum
arvense), cock’s-foot grass (Dactylis glomerata),
hogweed (Heracleum sphondylium), timothy-grass
(Phleum pratense), small-leaved timothy-grass
(Phleum bertolonii), white clover (Trifolium repens),
red clover (Trifolium pratense), smooth tare (Vicia
tetraspermum), field bindweed (Convolvulus
arvensis), creeping thistle (Cirsium arvense), hoary
ragwort (Senecio erucifolius), common ragwort
(Senecio jacobaea), curled dock (Rumex crispus),
broad-leaved dock (Rumex obtusifolius), common
knapweed (Centaurea nigra), (Centaurea sp+),
greater bird’s-foot trefoil (Lotus uliginosus), foxtail-
grass (Alopecurus sp#), common rye-grass (Lolium
perenne), pedunculate oak (Quercus robur), greater
plantain (Plantago major), ribwort plantain (Plantago
lanceolata), goat’s-beard (Tragopogon pratensis),
rough hawkbit (Leontodon cf hispidus), yarrow
(Achillea millefolium), mugwort (Artemisia vulgaris),
rosebay willowherb (Chamerion angustifolium), horse
chestnut (Aesculus hippocastanum), soft rush (Juncus
effuses), dog rose (Rosa canina), common mouse-
ear (Cerastium fontanum), cow parsley (Anthriscus
sylvestris), hairy oat-grass (Helictotrichon pubescens),
horse-radish (Armoracia rusticanal).

(+ possibly a hybrid or alien — had flowers similar
to C. nigra, but leaves similar to C. scabiosa — quite
distinct from the rest of C. nigra present)

(# not identified to species — appeared very small for
A. pratensis)

Fauna:

Grasshoppers - Roesel’s bush-cricket, lots of
grasshoppers (not identified to species).

Butterflies - Meadow Brown, Gatekeeper, Red
Admiral, Common Blue, and Skippers (not identified
to species).

Flora recorded on western bund:

Common nettle (Urtica dioica), false oat-grass
(Arhenatherum elatius), horse-radish (Armoracia
rusticana), creeping thistle (Cirsium arvense),
hemlock (Conium maculatum), hogweed (Heracleum
sphondylium), mugwort (Artemisia vulgaris), cock’s-
foot grass (Dactylis glomerata), field bindweed
(Convolvulus arvensis), hairy oat-grass (Helictotrichon
pubescens), yarrow (Achillea millefolium), barren
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brome-grass (Bromus sterilis), broad-leaved dock

(Rumex obtusifolius), upright hedge-parsley (Torilis
japonica), common couch-grass (Elymus repens),

black horehound (Balota nigra), common mallow
(Malva sylvestris).

South-western Edge of Site

Pedunculate oak (Quercus robur), sessile oak
(Quercus petraea*), hornbeam (Carpinus betulus),
hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna), blackthorn (Prunus
spinosa), ash (Fraxinus excelsior), crab apple (Malus
sylvestris), dog rose (Rosa canina), bramble (Rubus
fruticosus), common nettle (Urtica dioica), wood
avens (Geum urbanum), ground ivy (Glechoma
hederacea), common figwort (Scrophularia nodosa),
male fern (Dryopteris filix-mas), wood dock (Rumex
sanguineus), cleavers (Galium aparine).

Flora recorded along eastern half of lane:

Hornbeam (Carpinus betulus), pedunculate

oak (Quercus robur), herb Robert (Geranium
robertianum), red campion (Silene dioica), remote
sedge (Carex remotal).

Cozens Grove
(south-eastern corner of site)

Flora recorded from Cozens Grove:

Hornbeam (Carpinus betulus), pedunculate oak
(Quercus robur), ash (Fraxinus excelsior), hawthorn
(Crataegus monogynal), blackthorn (Prunus spinosa),
holly (llex aquifolium), field rose (Rosa arvensis),
bramble (Rubus fruticosus), greater stitchwort
(Stellaria holostea), Yorkshire fog (Holcus lanatus),
hogweed (Heracleum sphondylium), ivy (Hedera
helix), wavy hair-grass (Deschampsia flexuosal).

Fauna: Speckled wood butterfly, grey squirrel.

South-eastern Edge of Site

Flora recorded along south-eastern hedge:

Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna), pedunculate oak
(Quercus robur*), sessile oak (Quercus petraea),
ash (Fraxinus excelsior), hornbeam (Carpinus
betulus), blackthorn (Prunus spinosa), crab apple
(Malus sylvestris), copper beech (Fagus sylvatica var
purpurea), bramble (Rubus fruticosus), hogweed
(Heracleum sphondylium).



Northern Edge of Site

Flora not recorded, but species present appeared to
be much the same as ranker areas of field, western
bund and other hedges. Would need detailed
mapping to determine accurate position of boundary.

Flora recorded along northern boundary:
Fleabane (Pulicaria dysenterica)

Prepared by English Nature

G. Wyatt
30 July 2003
(English common names added 3 November 2003)

Since this species list was compiled, several other
species have been identified in the meadow. These
have either arrived through natural restoration or
by seeds which have been scattered through the
meadow at Green Flag celebration events since

2009.

Cut leaved crane’s — bill Geranium dissectum
Cats’ear Hypochaeris radicata
Common vetch Vicia sativa

Tufted vetch Vicia cracca

Musk mallow Malva moschata
Black medick medicago lupulina
Agrimony Agrimonia eupatoria
Ladies’ bedstraw Galium Verum.
Yellow rattle Rhinanthus minor
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Appendix - 7.5 Bird Species in Top Field, Cozens Grove, Par 3 Golf Course and Wormley

Playing Fields

Commonly Seen

Occasionally Seen

Have been seen

Notes

Black Headed Gull
Common Gull
Wood Pigeon

Greater Spotted
Woodpecker

Swallow
Wren
Dunnock

Robin

Blackbird
Fieldfare
Redwing
Mistle Thrush
Whitethroat
Blackcap
Chiffchaff
Long Tailed Tit
Blue Tit
Great Tit

Jay

Magpie
Jackdaw
Crow
Starling
Chaffinch
Greenfinch

Goldfinch

27 species

Green Woodpecker

Grey Heron
Mute Swan
Canada Goose
Greylag Goose
Mallard

Sparrowhawk

Kestrel

Lesser Black Backed Gull
Herring Gull

Collared Dove
Swift

Skylark

Pied Wagtail
Song thrush
Linnet
Nuthatch
Goldcrest

17 species

Hobby

Little Owl

House Sparrow
Wheatear

Spotted Flycatcher

Tawny Owl
Buzzard
Siskin

Common Redpoll

9 species

Little Owl used to roost in School
playing field.

Wheatear seen resting on cricket
square during migration

Spotted flycatcher not seen for at
least 5 years

First seen March 2012
First seen Spring 2013

First seen Spring 2013

Total 53
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Appendix - 7.6 Friends of Wormley Open Spaces Constitution

CONSTITUTION

The group shall be called the Friends of Wormley
Open Spaces (FOWQOS)

Obijectives

* To promote health and well-being through leisure
and exercise and involve more local people in the
site

» To promote conservation, education and
involvement of the community to enhance the site

* To increase FOWOS members and volunteers to
assist with maintenance and management of the
site

* To increase biodiversity.

To Fulfil Objectives by
* Organising and participating in conservation tasks

* Assisting with activities and events, also increasing
awareness within the local community

* Applying for community based funding to enable
identified projects to be undertaken

* Liaise as appropriate with the Borough of
Broxbourne Parks Manager and other bodies

* Hold regular meetings to identify any
management, maintenance and improvement
issues and decide plan of action

* Assist with drawing up and regular review of
management plans.

Members

Membership of FOWOS shall be open to anyone who
is inferested in taking an active part in the objectives
and work carried out by the group and has paid the
appropriate subscription.

Equal Opportunities
FOWOS activities will be conducted in such a way

that no person receives less favourable treatment on
any grounds.

Committee Business

FOWOQOS affairs will be controlled by a committee
elected from and by the members of the group. The
committee will meet at agreed intervals to discuss its
activities. Minutes will be taken at each meeting and
will be available to all members.

Borough of Broxbourne

Finance and Subscriptions

A bank account is to be opened at National
Westminster Bank, Hoddesdon branch, in the name
of the group. Payments are to be signed by any two
authorised signatories. Authorised signatories will be
the Chairman, Treasurer and Secretary of the group,
until further notice.

Accounts are to be kept by the Treasurer, submitted to
independent inspection and approved at an Annual
General Meeting.

Annual subscriptions will be payable at a rate of £3
per individual and £5 per couple, renewable on
1 January annually with effect from 2010.

Should FOWOS cease to exist, any funds remaining,
after payment of any outstanding liabilities, will be
transferred to a registered charity.

Insurance

Members of FOWQOS are covered by the Borough
of Broxbourne Personal Accident and Public Liability
insurance for volunteers undertaking any tasks onsite.

Health and Safety

All members of FOWQOS shall through their actions
ensure the health and safety of others.

Changes to the Constitution

Alterations to this Constitution shall only be made
with the consent of a majority of the members of

FOWOS.

This Constitution (based on a draft provided by
Countryside Management Service) was approved by
the members of the Friends of Wormley Open Spaces
on 12 October 2009.
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Appendix 7.14 — Circular Walk Leaflet
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.
A twa mile (3.2km) drcular walk Al
links two Broxtiourne Borough HH _Am.v_‘
Councl owned sites Baas Hill . sse+ Circular Walk
Common and Top Field and

Cozens Grove Local Nature =evs Hentfordshine Way

Reserve and takes in places of

=  Restricted Byway
interest along the way.

= Footpath

@._ Car Park

Q Orientation Panel
@ Interpretation Panel
@ Kissing Cate

Baas Hill Common is a small site located to the west of
Broxbourne and has a lot to affer from its fascinating history 1o its
diverse wildlife. It takes its name from the 13th century lord of the
mznar Henry de Bathonia whise name was shortened to Baa.

Top Field and Cozens Grove, also to the west of Broxbourne and
adjacent to the A10, was designated a Local Nature Reserve in 2005,
The site is divided into three distinct areas: Top Field, Cozens Grove
and a medieval sunken roadway.

The medieval sunken roadway which originated east of the
River Lea runs through Cozens Grove and Baas Hill Common,
crossing Baas Brook at the ford belore meeting Ermine Street -

a north-sauth Raman road. 0 metres 200
South of Baas Hill Commeon is 5t Laurence
Church, Wormley which was built in the Wentworth

12th century; the only features that remain of Cottages

that period are the nave and font.

To the south-gast lies the New River which runs

for 27 miles (43km) from Chadwell Springs near
Ware to Clerkenwell, London. It was constructed
between 1608 and 1613 by Sir Hugh Myddelton

to supply London with drinking waler, Over the
years i has been realigned, deepensd, straightened,
rebuilt-and reinforced.

Wentworth Cottages, the small group of collages to the east,

I : ; Rk = DFi
were designed by renowned architect Sir Edwin Lutyens and i8
builtin 1910-11. They were ariginally built ta house - 1L
agricultural workers employed on the Broxbournebury Estate 5t Laurence ]
and are now private residential properties. Ehicih

Wormley & Crown cooright 2019

Oy ELL 100019605 You e
permaiect b use this Grt sl
10 rshié youi o wspondg 0. o
Inferiet with, The crgarisation
tha! promded wou wid the daka
W A no0 e malted B ooy
Su-Roeron, ALFELEE Of W) ary
& s A3 0 thisd ponies n
any ferm.

2l Baas Hill
Top Field and Cozens Grove Local
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Appendix 8. Green Flag Award 2025

Green Flag Community Award 2024-25

Name of Site: Top Field and Cozens Grove, Broxbourne
Name of Community Group: Friends of Wormley Open

Spaces

Field Assessment Comments

Criteria

Strengths

Recommendations

A Welcoming Place

Welcoming

The major entrance is in good condition
and well signed.

Entrance to new development needs
further improvements, now being sought.

Good and safe access

External access is good.

All paths are reasonably good, though
some may be affected by recent Thames
Water work, TW to be chased if
necessary.

Signage

Excellent signage at Baas Lane.

Signage at new entrances needs some
improvement.

Equal access for all

It is fine for walkers.

See what can be done to provide better
access from the minor entrances,
especially in wet weather.

Healthy, Safe & Secure

The facilities are well suited to the nature | None
Appropriate level of facilities | conservation features of the site.
and activities

Existing facilities suit the site.
Safe equipment and facilities

No issues were seen. None

Personal security

GFCA Feedback 2021
Issue 4

J/Operations/Green Flag/year/Master documents 2021

Jan 2021
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Control of Dogs/Dog fouling No sign of problems. None
Well maintained and Clean

None
Litter and waste management | All was well.

None
Overall standard of Very good, for both the volunteer and the
maintenance council’s work.

None
Graffiti and vandalism All seemed good, only the most minor

issues.

Environmental Management

Not all materials seen were ideal from a
Sustainable materials use Volunteer and council actions were ok. sustainability. Much of this however were
due to Thames Water, with rights over the
land.
None
Waste recycling and Excellent on site.
minimisation Otherwise largely dependent on the
council’s general practices, which appear
quite adequate.
No sign of chemical use was seen, though
Chemical Use it is accepted that the council may need to
use it judiciously if necessary.
Peat use N/A
Biodiversity Landscape & Heritage
Very good, especially given the detail of | None
Conservation of landscape & | extending the conservation to influence
historic features neighbouring plots on land. This includes
both with respect to becoming built up, or
changes to adjoining spaces (e.g. nearby
farm fields).
GFCA Feedback 2021 J/Operations/Green Flag/year/Master documents 2021

Issue 4

Borough of Broxbourne

Jan 2021



Conservation of biodiversity

Excellent. There are varied features,
including the major area of meadow, the
woodland, and various hedgerows and
screens.

Investigate options to increase
biodiversity, e.g. by varying cutting
regimes in different areas, or by
temporary closures of some areas.

Community Involvement

Promotion of green space /
project

There was some information on the
Council's website.

The link from the Parksherts website to
the relevant site specific website did not
work. It was reported as
https://ex.broxbourne.gov.uk/leisure-
parks-and-green-spaces/top-field-cozens-

grove .

Links to the wider community

The Council and the community group
have links to relevant bodies. A record of
cooperation with other bodies and
landowners is present.

None

Involvement in decision
making

Strong evidence of cooperation between
council and community group in
managing the site, also reflected in
documentation.

None

Involvement in operations

As above.

None

Appropriate provision for the
community

As seen, the Council and volunteers
provide relevant facilities within their
limited resources.

There is potential for further development
of green initiatives on this site. An
examination could be carried out on what
is possible with the existing community
input.

Management / achievements

Innovation and creativity

A good deal has been done to improve the
site. The group tries to be involved in
scrutinising and responding to local
planning applications, so as to protect this
and other local green spaces.

There are opportunities to extend and add
to biodiversity and nature conservation
however.

Resources secured / used

Community group has been succesful in
bringing in external funds.

None

| Additional Comments

GFCA Feedback 2021
Issue 4

Borough of Broxbourne

J/Operations/Green Flag/year/Master documents 2021

Jan 2021



Appendix 9. ParksHerts management plan section

16.0

16.1

16.2

PARKSHERTS — HERTFORDSHIRE PARKS WEB PROJECT

Background and Challenge

ParksHerts originated from the Hertfordshire Association of Cultural Officers Parks
Officers Group (HACO) which recognised that there was a lack of consistent,
accessible and good quality online information about the county’s parks and open
spaces. This is a particular challenge for a county such as Hertfordshire where park
ownership is spread across administrative areas.

Hertfordshire also faces challenges to address the levels of obesity and physical
activity within the population. 62.8% of Hertfordshire adults (2013-15) and 36.7% of
children in year 6 (2015) were classified as overweight or obese with only 58.7% of
adults classed as physically active (2015). (source: Public Health England. 2016.
Public Health Outcomes Framework (Online)).

The Project

ParksHerts provides an
innovative solution to these
challenges. It's a mobile-first
website application providing
a single information point for
over a hundred of
Hertfordshire’s parks and
open spaces from recreation grounds through to woodlands and award winning
flagship parks, irrespective of administrative ownership. It provides a way for people

to discover and enjoy sites they know and those that they haven’t yet discovered,
whilst also supporting people to make outdoor exercise part of their everyday lives.

Funding for the project was secured from Hertfordshire County Council Public Health,
all ten Hertfordshire District/Borough Councils and one Parish Council. Support from
partners has been both financial and as officer time from communications teams,
public health officers and from parks teams who will maintain the information on their
own parks into the future. Hertsmere Borough Council led the project on behalf of the
partnering authorities through the specification, procurement, design, data entry and
training stages and will continue to be the overall administrative contact point.

ParksHerts is a clear demonstration that cross county projects really can and do work
and a great tool to encourage greater park use and promote our parks, including Green
Flag sites.

To remove barriers to access it is important that the site is as user friendly as possible.
To support this, online and face to face consultation was undertaken.

Visit the ParksHerts web application today - www.parksherts.co.uk — and find your perfect
park!

You can also like us on Facebook: facebook/ParksHerts, or follow us on twitter: @ParksHerts
and Instagram: ParksHerts or email parksherts@hertsmere.gov.uk

Borough of Broxbourne | Management and Maintenance Plan | Top Field and Cozens Local Nature Reserve | 2025
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Lets Jetexpioatng >

Key features of the site include:

= A simple, attractive design with generic appeal that changes with the seasons.

= A mobile friendly site which can be used on desktops, tablets and mobile
devices reflecting the desire from users to research at home and whilst out and
about.

. The same basic info on each park (prioritised via user consultation and
feedback).

. Ability to filter parks by categories — including who is going to the park, what

activities you’d like to do and the facilities offered.

. Activity routes are marked on the maps ranging from easy access (pushchair
and wheelchair friendly) through to running routes, nature trails and
orienteering. Step counts are provided for each.

. How to find the way in to the park: on foot, via public transport and by car.
Exact car park locations are provided with links to google maps.

. Ability to promote park events via specific ‘events’ area.

. Clickable points of interest.

= Ability to focus on what’s important by personalising the points of interest that

appear on the map.
] I’'m in this park button provides a GPS ‘where am I’ location.

Borough of Broxbourne | Management and Maintenance Plan | Top Field and Cozens Local Nature Reserve | 2025
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16.3

16.4

Outcomes

In the first six months since the site was officially launched, there has been:
" 6,200 unique users

. 8,500 sessions

. 30,000 page views

" 60% of user’s access through mobile or tablet indicating potential usage whilst in the
park.

The most popular pages are the parks search page followed by the events page. Visitor
numbers can checked and peaks in usage can be linked to particular tweets or promotional
activities. Seasonal reports will collect user numbers.

Promotion and Social Media

The ParksHerts website application was

launched to the public at the Hertfordshire
Green Flag Award event held at Cassiobury
Park, Watford on 21 July 2017. The press
release can be found in Appendix 8.

Publicity and promotion of the site is a
partnership effort coordinated by
communication professionals from the
participating councils, using facebook,
twitter and Instagram, resident’s
magazines, partner websites and
newsletters.

Links between the website and participating council’s websites are in place to help drive traffic
to the site.

Publicity material available includes roadside banners, posters and branded bags and water
bottles. These have been distributed between partners for use in the parks or at events.

Since the launch, a blog feature has been created which is proving to be a useful way to
highlight specific parks or activities taking place in the parks which can be promoted.

An advert for site can be found on the 2017/18 bus timetables across the whole of
Hertfordshire.

. 25% found us via search engines
" 24% came directly
" 40% linked through via social media

Social Media techniques to be used:

" On Twitter posts use the daily hashtags e.g. Monday Motivation, Tip Tuesday — this
widens the audience considerably.

. Tag in more popular twitter users — has led to retweets

= Pick up on relevant news stories

. Link through to wider, popular events e.g. Health Walks — known events and link
directly through to the right page on the site

" Use animation, visual representations of the site, linked to the time of year

" Use real photos from the Hertfordshire parks

Borough of Broxbourne




16.5

16.6

Next Steps

Three key aims have been identified for 2018 to further develop the web application and
ensure that people use and re-use ParksHerts.

‘Keep going and keep growing’ — site to be kept up-to-date with new data.
Additional sites to be added, from existing partners as well as expansion to other
parks providers within the county. New opportunities of features within the site are
also possible and will be added as appropriate within the budget.

‘Governance’ — a ‘board’ of key members from the partnership will be formed to take
key decision over future developments, costings and ensure continual input from all
partners.

‘Widen usage’ — the coding and design is owned by the ParksHerts partnership.
Opportunities exist to for other authorities or partnerships of authorities across the
country to ‘purchase’ the coding at a fraction of the original cost. Take up would help
to ensure that ParksHerts is fully sustainable but more importantly promote the huge
benefits that’s parks offer to people’s everyday lives across the country.

Oakmere Park on ParksHerts

By using the filters, users are able to find the park that best suits their needs and can sort alphabetically,
by popularity or by nearest.

The park can then be selected which opens up an easy to use specific park page with opening times, an
interactive map showing points of interest and routes, text information, features, routes and directional
information.

ton Common

old Highway
u
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The site also contains a simple back office administration system for parks managers. This
allows any changes to the park to be easily updated but also allows statistics to be collected.
These show visitor numbers to the park, equating visitors numbers per hectare (providing
comparable ranking to other parks in the district or ‘type’ of park), route completion and the
most popular points of interest. It is envisaged that this data will be able to assist future

management decisions, particularly with identifying the future needs of points of interest/parks
features.

Oakmere Park 1 Park Routes 3 Points of Interest _I i
39
2 3855
Average day visits With 38.55 visits per Hectare for Oakmere Park, thats... Key
=) =) v =
E ® >)
- . 4 *»

The above stats show that 239 users have visited the site, ranking the park as the 14" most
popular, as well as the 7" in Hertsmere and the 5" Flagship. As the data builds up over a
longer period of time, day visits and points of interest views will show trends and more
accurate usage and enable a wider range of reports to be generated.
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Appendix 11. Wildlife Site Survey Report

Wildlife Site Survey Report for: Top Field and Cozens Grove

LWS Site Ref: 72/050 Site size (ha): 5.89 ha
Local Authority: | Broxbourne Central Grid Ref: | TL360066
Date1 of survey: | 20/6/24 Weather: Sunny Durationon | 5.5
site: hours
Surveyors: AB, Abu, JW, MH, AH
| Spp list by: | AB | Form by: | AB | Map by: | AB
Geology: Bedrock: e
Lilac: LONDON CLAY FORMATION - CLAY, SILT [ /
AND SAND |.L f
= —
7
| /
J.-"
.r"r
Contains British Geological Suréealr(nsltezr(i)azlz ‘--H"'--___\_\_ I
KR\ Illl"""
\"“--h 7
Superficial Deposits:
Pink: KESGRAVE CATCHMENT SUBGROUP -
SAND AND GRAVEL
Grey: LOWESTOFT FORMATION - DIAMICTON B
Yellow: ENFIELD SILT MEMBER - CLAY AND
SILT
Original criteria: | H.2.2b | Habitat: | H.2.2b

Criteria met:

Neutral grassland ((H.2.2b) 14 (threshold 8)

Mixed grassland (H.2.2e) 15 (threshold 12)

AWI (H.1) 9 (threshold 10) at a suboptimal survey time. Significant ancient
woodland features were present.

Recommended A small section to the northwest was not surveyed as this had recently had
changes to excavations for utility maintenance.

boundary Site to be added to the ancient woodland inventory.

Original Site Site mostly of rough grassland with a small woodland to the south-east
Description:

corner. The grassland is dominated by False Oat-grass (Arrhenatherum
elatius), Sweet Vernal-grass (Anthoxanthum odoratum) and Yorkshire
Fog (Holcus lanatus) and supports several indicator species including
Meadow Buttercup (Ranunculus acris), Common Knapweed (Centaurea
nigra), Bird's-foot Trefoil (Lotus corniculatus) and Commeon Sorrel
(Rumex acetosa). The small wood, Cozens Grove, is a remnant semi-
natural Pedunculate Oak (Quercus robur) Hornbeam (Carpinus betulus)
coppice woodland. The ground flora is very sparse though does support
some Wood Meadow-grass (Poa nemoralis). Remnants of laid Hornbeam
hedges are present to the boundary but there are no significant banks;
apart from along the southern edge where the wood abuts an old sunken
lane. Wildlife Site criteria: Mosaic; grassland indicators; ancient
woodland with a semi-natural canopy and features suggesting an ancient
origin, shown on Bryant's map (1822).

Borough of Broxbourne




Overall General
Site Description:

Top Field: semi-improved neutral grassland with slight calcareous influences,
previously cultivated in WW2. MG1d grassland with patches of MG5, characterised by
a grass-rich sward, dominated by Common Bent (Agrostis capillaris), Sweet Vernal-
grass (Anthoxanthum odoratum), False Oat-grass (Arrhenathrum elatius), and
Yorkshire-fog (Holcus lanatus). Areas with increased Crested Dog’s-tail (Cynosurus
cristatus), and Knapweeds (Centaurea nigra sl). Smooth Tare (Ervum tetraspermum),
Common Vetch (Vicia sativa), Hairy Tare (Ervilia hirsuta), and White Clover (Trifolium
repens), with Greater Bird's-foot-trefoil (Lotus pedunculatus) was repeatedly found.
Patches of Oxeye Daisy (Leucanthemum vulgare), Yarrow (Achillea millefolium), and
Lesser Stitchwort (Stellaria graminea). Scattered were Rough Hawkbit (Leontodon
hispidus), Ribwort Plantain (Plantago lanceolata), and Common Sorrel (Rumex
acetosa). A little Yellow-rattle.

Cozens Grove: Semi-natural ancient woodland inventory site with Hornbeam
(Carpinus Betulus) extant coppice with Pedunculate Oak (Quercus robur) standards.
Western margin had been extended through the growth of secondary woodland.
Sunken holloway is a notable landscape feature. Ancient woodland indicator species
present included Wood Meadow-grass (Poa nemoralis), Remote Sedge (Carex
remota), Grey Sedge (Carex divulsa subsp divulsa), Pendulous Sedge (Carex
pendula), Enchanter’s-nightshade (Circaea lutetiana), Male-fern (Dryopteris filix-mas),
and Stinking Iris (Iris foetidissima).

Compartment 1:
Top Field

6-fig central Grid
Ref: TL360066

Description:

Top Field appeared to be semi-improved neutral grassland with slight calcareous
influences. The field was ploughed during WW2, and potatoes were grown. The
community varied across the site, which is more specifically related to moisture levels.
This could be seen in aerial images of the field taken during dry summers. The
meadow is cut twice, firstly at the end of June to July, and cuttings are collected. This
is repeated at the end of September with cuttings left in place.

The NVC communities present most closely resembled MG1d Arrhenathrum elatius,
Pastinaca sativa grassland, but in patches had progressed to finer MG5 Cynosurus
cristatus-Centaurea nigra grassland, a priority habitat grassland. MG1d is typical for
grasslands which have been formerly ploughed, but as the surface deposits were
mixed and varied slightly across the site, it was quite a general fit. The most consistent
graminoids were Common Bent (Agrostis capillaris), Sweet Vernal-grass
(Anthoxanthum odoratum), False Oat-grass (Arrhenathrum elatius), Yorkshire-fog
(Holcus lanatus), Red Fescue (Festuca rubra), and Cock’s-foot (Dactylis glomerata).

There were areas with increased Crested Dog’s-tail (Cynosurus cristatus), where it
was joined with patches of Knapweeds (Centaurea nigra sl). In other areas, the False
Oat-grass increased. The forbs content varied from 10 to 50% but was typically 20%.
The community composition was within the typical range for MG1d; however, it lacked
the species diversity typically seen in an average MG5 community (Rodwell, 1992).
This is entirely expected for the level of disturbance this grassland has experienced
and helps identify missing species which have not been regained.

The hybrid Knapweed present mostly had the morphology of Centaurea nigra, with a
little introgression by C. jacea, and C. debauxii. C. nigra has an earlier flowering time,
so it is preferentially selected over later flowering C. debauxii with the June/ July
cutting time. There was also a more clearly mixed hybrid Knapweed. There was a high
representation of nitrogen-fixing leguminous plants with much Smooth Tare (Ervum
tetraspermum), Common Vetch (Vicia sativa), Hairy Tare (Ervilia hirsuta), and White
Clover (Trifolium repens). There were occasional patches of a Bird’s-foot-trefoil
cultivar (Lotus corniculatus var. sativus) which suggests some reseeding, quite
possibly with a pasture mix to restore the field to grazing. Unusually, Greater Bird's-
foot-trefoil (Lotus pedunculatus) was repeatedly found across the grassland,
suggesting local dampness and field drains were likely installed after restoration to the
grassland. Over time, these are likely to become broken and less effective.

In patches were Oxeye Daisy (Leucanthemum vulgare), Yarrow (Achillea millefolium),
and Lesser Stitchwort (Stellaria graminea). Scattered were Rough Hawkbit
(Leontodon hispidus), Ribwort Plantain (Plantago lanceolata), and Common Sorrel
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(Rumex acetosa). Hogweed (Heracleum sphodylium) appeared regularly and Field
Horsetail (Equisetum arvense) in patches.

Yellow-rattle grew in patches to the edges of paths and in a patch of shade where the
grasses were weaker. They were identified as Rhinanthus minor subsp. stenophyllus,
which is a subspecies associated with wet grassland and more northern latitudes. This
is the second Hertfordshire record but is likely under-recorded. This subspecies
makes it difficult for the Yellow-rattle to weaken the sward as it has a later flowering
time, which is incompatible with the earlier growth of grasses in this meadow. This is
why it occupies a more marginal position.

Areas which were less typical for the grassland were in the shade with an increase in
Rough Meadow-grass (Poa trivialis), and in higher traffic path areas where Perennial
Rye-grass (Lolium perenne) increased. There was the rare presence of Lady’s
Bedstraw (Galium verum) on the shorter, less-competitive sward of the path.

Constanc
Quadrat number 1 2 3 y
Grid ref TL36140658 | TL36100664 | TL36040658
Agrostis capillaris 40 35 50 |V
Anthoxanthum odoratum 50 20 15|V
Arrhenathrum elatius 20 20 15|V
Dactylis glomerata 5 5 11V
Festuca rubra 5 10 10 |V
Heracleum sphondyllium 2 1 8|V
Holcus lanatus 10 25 20 |V
Viccia hirta 3 20 11V
Centaurea nigra sl 2 0 25 | 1l
Leontodon hispidus 1 1 011l
Plantago lanceolata 1 4 ol
Vicia sativa 0 1 2 1
Achillea millefolium 0 0 811
Crataegus monogyna 0 1 0]l
Crepis capillaris 0 1 0l
Cynosurus cristatus 0 1 0l
Jacobaea vulgaris 0 0 111
Kindbergia praelonga 1 0 011l
Leucanthemum vulgaris 0 2 011l
Lotus pedunculatus 0 0 211
Quercus robur 0 2 0]l
Rumex acetosa 0 0 111
Stellaria graminea 0 0 511
Taraxacum agg. 1 0 0l
Total number of species 13 16 15
Typical community average
MG1d (Rodwell, 1992) 16 (5- 20) 16 (5- 20) | 16 (5- 20)
Typical community average
MG5 (Rodwell, 1992) 23 (12- 38) 23 (12- 38) | 23 (12- 38)
Bare ground <1 <1 <1
Mole hills 1 1 0
Sward height (m) 0.4 0.4 0.3
% Forbs 10 25 40
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Current Management:
Cut and cleared June/ July, mowed late September.

Management prescription:

If the fertility of the meadow could be reduced, the communities could be
pushed towards a more floristically rich and diverse priority grassland of MG5.
This is done by cutting and collecting before nutrients in the grasses have
returned to the roots. Use a second cut and clear at the end of September to
intercept the growth peak for a second time. This is a form of proxy aftermath
grazing. Invertebrate refuge strips may also be considered; grass areas are
left unmown and then rotated around the meadow so that nutrients don’t build
up in any area.

Fields with a high representation of leguminous species are sometimes more
difficult to drive towards a lower grass-dominated sward where less
competitive plant species can thrive. Persistence does, however, succeed
eventually. Cut some areas very short and scarify to create nucleation points
for missing community elements. These could also spread scarcer species
around the meadow, like Lady’s Bedstraw and Yellow-rattle. If Yellow-rattle
does not establish with the current subspecies, consider another source from
a reliable supplier like Emorsgate.

It seems likely that the hydrology would support a pond, which would benefit
local wildlife. His should be fenced to limit dog access, as topical flea
treatments would limit the development of an invertebrate assemblage.

Compartment 2:
Cozens Grove

6-fig central Grid
Ref: TL361065

Description:

Semi-natural ancient woodland with Hornbeam (Carpinus Betulus) extant coppice,
most closely resembling NVC, W8 Fraxinus excelsior — Acer campestre —Mercurialis
perennis woodland.

The woodland occupied an ancient inventory site centred on an ancient holloway. The
western margin had been extended through the growth of secondary woodland.

Extant coppice

Canopy

The canopy was dominated by early mature coppiced Hornbeams (Carpinus betulus)
and scattered mature Pedunculate Oak (Quercus robur) standards. The Hornbeam
had often been reduced to a single stem and the canopy was closed. Coppiced trees
can have longer life spans than standard trees because they are constantly renewed
with each successive regrowth. They are said to be immortalised if this cycle
continues. Some of the Oaks were mature and had developed veteran features. At a
lower frequency was Ash (Fraxinus excelsior) and an occasional fine Field Maple
(Acer camspetre).

The holloway had lines of magnificent, coppiced Hornbeam interspersed with Oak and
Field Maple.

Mid-layer

The mid-layer was very sparse from the effects of a dense, closed canopy and there
was no evidence of deer browsing. It consisted mostly of Holly (/lex aquifolium) and a
litle Common Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna). Some of the Holly was dense,
perhaps reflecting what has been described as the “evergreenation” of Herts
woodlands. Global warming has produced warmer winters which in part renders the
need to be deciduous less important. This then gives an advantage to evergreen
shrubs and plants which can grow through the winter.

Field Layer
Under the dense canopy, the field layer was often sparse, with the base of the
holloway obviously very wet in winter and consequently bare for the most part. The
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high footfall through sections on the wet ground also contributed to a degree of
compaction. Dog’s Mercury (Mercurialis perennis) would have been expected but is
easily lost through footfall and disturbance.

Where the canopy thinned, Bramble species (Rubus fruticosus agg.) emerged as part
of the natural succession process within the secondary woodland. Here and in areas
with more open canopy there was a small area of False-brome (Brachypodium
sylvaticum) and Wood Meadow-grass (Poa nemoralis), and scattered Remote Sedge
(Carex remota), Grey Sedge (Carex divulsa subsp divulsa), Pendulous Sedge (Carex
pendula), Red Campion (Silene dioica). Enchanter’s-nightshade (Circaea lutetiana),
Male-fern (Dryopteris filix-mas), and Stinking Iris (Iris foetidissima). Some non-native
Hybrid Bluebell (Hyacinthoides x massartiana) was found.

The higher level of disturbance within particularly the secondary woodland gave rise to
species like, Rough Meadow-grass (Poa trivialis), Cleavers (Galium aparine), and
more infrequently scattered Lords-and-ladies (Arum maculatum), Wood Avens (Geum
urbanum), Herb Robert (Geranium robertianum), and Wood Dock (Rumex
sanguineus).

Common Ivy (Hedera helix) gained a particular dominance on the south edge of the
woodland. lvy is again a species that grows unchecked in milder winters and can
present conservation issues for both epiphytic bryophytes, lichens, and the field layer.

Ground Layer
There was a scattering of the calcicole moss Kindbergia praelonga and evading the
calcareous groundwater on banks, some Mnium hornum.

Woodland boundaries

A ditch to the west of the woodland could have marked the original woodland extent.
Around most of the woodland, there has been extensive hedge planting with native
hedging mixtures. This has enclosed what would otherwise have been an open
woodland boundary, therefore increasing the internal woodland humidity and reducing
the temperature. Introduced and possibly naturally occurring species included Hazel
(Corylus avellana), Common Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna), Blackthorn (Prunus
spinosa), and Dog-rose (Rosa canina agg.).

Current Management:
Hornbeams have been left uncoppiced on advice.

Management prescription:

This was surveyed at a sub-optimal time to check for the presence of ancient
woodland indicator plants. There was some apparent soil compaction which could limit
the development of the field layer. The extent of this was difficult to check in the
summer with the receding spring vegetation. | would advise the volunteer group to
assess this for themselves, if possible, and report back.

Keep an eye on the amount of Holly within the woodland, cutting back if necessary.

Check for any way to reinstate coppicing, particularly the fine coppices on the
holloway banks.

Compartment 3:

Hedge boundary
and ecotones

6-fig central Grid
Ref: TL362066

Description:

The care with which the interior of the woodland had been protected with hedging was
reflected on the exterior with a well-conceptualised management plan for its ecotone
with the grassland.

Many of the components found in the woodland, with Hornbeam, Ash, and Field
Maple, were at the back of the hedging and interspersed. The woodland margin tree of
Goat Willow (Salix caprea) was joined by planted and natural Silver Birch (Betula
pendula), Rowan (Sorbus aucuparia), Plum (Prunus domestica), and Italian Maple
(Acer opalus), Hedging material included Hazel, Blackthorn, and Guelder-rose
(Viburnum opulus). Red Osier-dogwood (Cornus sericea) had been included in
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planting material, which does not possess the same wildlife value as native Common
Dogwood (Cornus sanguineus subsp sanguineus).

The field layer was a combination of woodland disturbance and meadow species. As
this was necessarily a more actively managed area with planting, it had some
adventives with Sterile Brome (Anisantha sterilis), Creeping Thistle (Cirsium arvense),
Hemlock (Conium maculatum), etc., and garden escapes like Horse-radish (Armoracia
rusticana) and Broad-leaved Spurge (Euphorbia platyphyllos). Typical hedgerow
plants like White Bryony (Bryonia dioica) and Hedge Bindweed (Calystegia sepium)
fed into the shrubs.

In local damper areas, there were plants like Great Willowherb (Epilobium hirsutum),
Square-stalked Willowherb (Epilobium tetragonum), Clustered Dock (Rumex
conglomeratus), and Soft-rush (Juncus effusus).

Nettle (Urtica dioica) progressed to scrub, dominated by Bramble species, including
Rubus hindii, with a diversity that ensured a long flowering season. Towards the
entrance to Top Field the non-native Giant Himalayan Bramble (Rubus armeniacus)
has appeared. This has an extremely fast growth rate with around 4 m per annum,
creating management problems. Additionally, it flowers and fruits earlier, possibly
reducing food availability at critical times, eg migration.

A wooded path had been cut alongside a line of Hybrid Black-poplar (Populus x
canadensis) bordering the A10, with a similar scrub composition. Here, a single spike
of Helleborine (Epipactis sp.) was found.

Current Management:
Rotational cutting of scrub blocks and undulation of the ecotone with the grassland to
give a maximum interface for wildlife.

Management prescription:
Carry on with the excellent management but remove the Giant Himalayan Bramble.
Take care that no further non-native species are accidentally added.

| Invasive species: \ List: Giant Himalayan Bramble.(proposed schedule 9 species)

Surrounding
landuse:

Urban, pasture
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Vascular Plant Species List:

Hedge

Equisetum arvense

Field Horsetail

Top Field and Cozens Grove boundary
72_050 20/6/24 A. Biddle WSings | el | Grove | ecotons
(*/alniclwif)
Scientific Name Common Name S N boun| oown EEEEI
Acer campestre Field Maple ) ’ :
Acer opalus Italian Maple* !
Achillea millefolium Yarrow ?
Agrostis capillaris Common Bent an ’
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent § ’
Alopecurus pratensis Meadow Foxtail 2 2
Anisantha sterilis Barren/Sterile Brome :
Anthoxanthum odoratum Sweet Vernal-grass " > 2
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock ’
Armoracia rusticana Horse-radish* &
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass - alc/n/w 5 5
Artemisia vulgaris Mugwort ’
Arum maculatum Lords-and-Ladies g
Bellis perennis Daisy e i
Betula pendula Silver Birch :
Brachypodium sylvaticum False-brome :
Bryonia dioica White Bryony ' :
Calystegia sepium Hedge Bindweed ’
Carex divulsa subsp divulsa Grey Sedge '
Carex pendula Pendulous Sedge o :
Carex remota Remote Sedge ) :
Carpinus betulus Hornbeam ) : ’ ;
Castanea sativa Sweet Chestnut* :
Centaurea nigra agg. Black/Common/Chalk Knapweed ¢/n 4 :
Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear - ! :
Circaea lutetiana Enchanter’s-nightshade i :
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle - alemiw ’
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle - alel/w :
Conium maculatum Hemlock* *
Cornus sericea Red-osier Dogwood* !
Corylus avellana Hazel ) : 2 :
Crataegus monogyna Common Hawthorn §
Crepis capillaris Smooth Hawk’s-beard : :
Crepis vesicaria Beaked Hawk’s-beard 2
Cynosurus cristatus Crested Dog's-tail " } :
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot Sl )4 ’
Dryopteris filix-mas Male-fern :
Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb § :
Epilobium tetragonum Square-stalked Willowherb ’ ’
-n 2 2

Euphorbia platyphyllos

Broad-leaved Spurge*
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Hedge

Top Field and Cozens Grove boundary
72050 20/6/24 A. Biddle weinds | Fied | orove S
(*/alniclwif)

Scientific Name Common Name &"e(g-;"ds DOMIN | DOMIN | DOMIN
Festuca rubra agg. Red Fescue (family) 4
Fraxinus excelsior Ash ’ :
Galium aparine Cleavers ~om 2 :
Galium verum Lady's Bedstraw cn 8 ' :
Geranium dissectum Cut-leaved Crane's-bill* '
Geranium lucidum Shining Crane's-bill :
Geranium robertianum Herb Robert ?
Geum urbanum Wood Avens ’ :
Hedera helix Common Ivy >
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed : ’
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog ~alnw )6 : *
Hyacinthoides x massartiana Bluebell hybrid* 2
Hypericum perforatum Perforate St John’s-wort !
Hypochaeris radicata Common Cat’s-ear 2
llex aquifolium Holly ) °
Iris foetidissima Stinking Iris? i :
Juncus effusus Soft-rush § :
Lamium album White Dead-nettle* !
Lavatera thuringiaca Garden Tree-mallow* !
Leontodon hispidus Rough Hawkbit e :
Leucanthemum vulgare Oxeye Daisy ¢/ 4 :
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass - e/w : :
Lotus corniculatus var sativus Common Bird's-foot-trefoil c/n 2

(agricultural)
Lotus pedunculatus Greater Bird's-foot-trefoil fw : :
Luzula campestris Field Wood-rush an !
Phleum bertolonii Smaller Cat's-tail :
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain } :
Plantago major Greater Plantain -ach 2 :
Poa nemoralis Wood Meadow-grass ) :
Poa trivialis Rough Meadow-grass v ’ ? &
Prunus domestica Plum* 2 :
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn ! ;
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak 8 ’
Ranunculus acris Meadow Buttercup " }
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup v : §
Rhinanthus minor subsp. stenophyllus | ye|low Rattle? c/n 2
Rosa canina agg. Dog-rose ’ ’
Rubus armeniacus :

Giant Himalayan Bramble*

Rubus hindii

Rubus fruticosus agg.

Bramble

Rumex acetosa

Common Sorrel

Borough of Broxbourne



Top Field and Cozeps Grove top | Cozens b:tzr:ciaery
72_050 20/6/24 A. Biddle WSinds | Field | Grove | ecotones
(*/alniclwif)
Scientific Name Common Name "0 | oomn | pown | pomn
Rumex conglomeratus Clustered Dock 2
Rumex crispus Curled Dock emw | !
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock - clnfw 2
Rumex sanguineus Wood Dock 2
Salix caprea Goat Willow ! 2
Senecio erucifolius Hoary Ragwort 2
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort -a/c/n 2 2
Silene dioica Red Campion 2 2
Sorbus aucuparia Rowan / Mountain Ash 2
Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort 2
Stellaria graminea Lesser Stitchwort an 3 2
Taraxacum officinale agg. Dandelion family 2
Tragopogon pratensis subsp minor Goat’s-beard 2
Trifolium dubium Lesser Trefoil 2
Trifolium pratense var. pratense Red (native) Clover c/n 2
Trifolium repens White Clover - a/c/n/w 3
Urtica dioica Stinging Nettle - /c/w 4
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell c/n !
Viburnum opulus Guelder-rose® * 1
Vicia hirsuta Hairy Tare 3
Vicia sativa agg. Common Vetch 2
Vicia tetrasperma Smooth Tare 3
*=planted/introduced/escape/invasives per compartment totals: | 56 33 57
AWI Neut Acid Calc Wet Fen claln/w
(HA) | (H.2.2b) | (H.2.2c) | (H.2.2a) | (H.2.2d) | (H.5.3) | (H.2.2¢)
Top Field
2 14 3 7 1 1 15
AWI Neut Acid Calc Wet Fen clalnlw
Cozens Grove
9 1 0 1 0 0 1
Hedge boundary and AWI Neut Acid Calc Wet Fen clalnlw
ecotones
4 7 1 4 1 1 8
AWI Neut Acid Calc Wet Fen | c/a/n/w
All Compartments:
10 15 3 8 1 1 16
AWI* | Neut'n' | Acid'a' | Calc'c' | Wet'w' | Fen'f' | c/a/n/w
Thresholds:
min size (ha) 1 0.25 0.25 0.25 0.25 0.25 0.25
min indicators 10 8 5 8 5 S 12
Criteria met Met Met

Borough of Broxbourne



DOMIN Scale:

DOMIN | DOMIN DEFINITION

10 91-100%

76-90%

51-75%

34-50%

26-33%

11-25%

4-10%

<4% frequent

NW|h|lOW|O®|N|0|©

to 1% cover

<4% occasional >5 individual plants up

1 <4% rare <5 (including 5) individual

plants

Please note: the total cover for the compartment can exceed 100% because vegetation occurs in layers.

Faunal Species List:

Species Scientific Species Common ID
V= seen; S = song; C = Call; FS = Field Signs

Birds

Aegithalos caudatus Long-tailed tit v
Columba oenas Stock Dove 5
Erithacus rubecula European robin v
Phylloscopus collybita Common chiff-chaff s
Pica pica Eurasian magpie %
Sylvia atricapilla Eurasian blackcap s
Turdus merula Common blackbird v
Inverts

Aeshna cyanea Southern hawker v
Melanargia galathea Marbled White v
Maniola jurtina Meadow brown v
Vespa crabro European hornet v
Coenonympha pamphilus Small Heath v
Mammals

Sciurus carolinensis Grey squirrel v
Talpa europaea Mole fs

Borough of Broxbourne
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Quadrat Photos:
Quadrat 1:

Quadrat 2:

Quadrat 3:
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Habitat photos:

Photo 1:

Formerly coppiced Hornbeam with selected
leaders. At the edge of the secondary
woodland, there was a better developed field
layer. The mid-layer in this area was poorly
developed because of the closed canopy.

Photo 2:

The sunken holloway had lines of magnificent,
coppiced Hornbeam interspersed with Oak and
Field Maple.

Photo 3:

Some thick bands of Holly developing. A likely
combination of high footfall, wet conditions,
and closed canopy limited the development of
mid and field layers.
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