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Gentlemen, ) )
Town and Country Plenninz Act 1962 - Section L6
Land at Church Lane, wormley
Atpeals by Messrs C.G.cdward (Goffs Osk ) Limited .
1. I ean directed by the ¥inister of Housing and Local Government to refer

to the report of the lnspector, ¥r.F.Woodford, Dip.T.F., A.¥.T.F.I., who held

a locsal inguiry into your clients’ appeals ageinst enforcement notices served |
by the Hoddesdon Urban District Council, acting on behelf of the Hertfordshire
County Council, relating to:- SR P

{1) the erection of & building within the site of e gravel pit on
2 the north side of Church Lene, wormley. (Enforcement Kotice No.l);

(2) the use of the premises and land on the narth side of Church
Lane, Wormley, for the preperation of soil for horticulture,
(Enforcement Notice No.2). '

2. Your clients appealed against the enforcement notices on the grounds
set out in section L6(1)(c), (d), (&), (f) and (g) of the 1962 ict, but at
the inguiry ground (a) wes added and the other grounds were withdrawn.

Slo = The Inspector, & copy of whose report is enclosed, concluded that
while the legal grounds of appezl had been withdraew¥n and the legal implications
of the Tacts were matters for legal advice the circurstences of the appeszl led nim
to the opinion that the use for the preperation of soil compost in the s=zall
quantity of up to LOO cubic yards per snnum wes so closely allied to the permitted
uses of the pit for the extraction of sand and gravel and the tipping of materiels
includine soil, and #lso to your clients® functions es nurserymen, for which
purpose they held and occupied the appeel site, thet it was not materially different
):from either. He therefore considerecd that it did not involve development requiring
planning permission, and that the structure within which the use was conducted
was permitted devclopment by virtue of both Class VI end Class XVIII of Schedule I
to the Town and Country Flanning General Development Order 1963. 1f his view of
the legal position was incorrect and development was involved, then be took: the
view that the developzment was fundementally a green belt use, being closely ellied
to horticulture, and that it did no herm to locel amenities and was unlikely to |
materielly affect traffic conditions in Church Lane. Whilst the planning authority's
copcern to ensure that the pit was restored to sgricultural use by 30th June 1979
wes understandebie, he did not think that the grant of a limited period permission
as requested by your clients would prejudice this aim, It it was decided that
development requiring planning permission was involved, he recocmended that the
notices be queshed and that permission be granted for the builaing and/or the use
for the preparation of soil, subject to conditions designed to ensure that the
building be removed and the use terminated not later than 30th June 1379.

/b.
Mes=rs J.Xgy and Compary,
Surveyors,
256/260, High Street,
vwelthem Cross,
Hertf'ordshire,




The évidence given at the incuiry end the inspector's findings of fact
s.conclusions heve been considered, The appezl site is part of the concrete
ase Of a gravel screecning plant at the fcot of a gravel pit and the building to

. shich enforcement notice No.l relates is a leen-to roof over this ares. Your
clients purchesed the grzvel pit, which has the benefit of a planning permission
for the excavation of sand and gravel until 30Oth June 197Y, in 1944, and now meke
goout LOO cuvic yarcs of compost & year on the appeel site, part of which is used
in connection with their nursery gerden activities and pert of which is sold.
Your clients' appeels on grounds (c¢) and (d) werc withdrewn at the inquiry but
the question of whether or not development requiring planning permission is
involved haa nevertheless been considered, The Inspector's conclusions that
developnent was not involved in the change of use and that the erection of the
structure wes permitted developnent are not eccepted, nor is it considered thet
the use of land for the preparstion of horticulturel compost is of itself an
agriculturel use of %thet land. The view is taken that the introduction of this
use involved a materisl chenge of use constituting development for which. planning
percission was rcqulrcd and that the erection of the leen-to structure was also

_development requirirg plsnning permission. On the planning merits of the appeal

the Inspector's conclusions are accepted thet this develorzment is not harmful to

locel emenities nor is it likely to heve a material effect on treffic conditions

in Cturch Lane, end it is proposcd to grant plamning .permission for the retention

of the buildirg and for the continuation of the uae untill 30th June 1979 in accordance
with his recommendation on the aprlication deemed to be before the Mirister under

tﬁhc provisions of section 84(2) of the 1962 ..ct.

5. Accordingly, the Miniater ellows your clients' appeals and directs = |
that the enforcement notices be quashed. He hereby. grants permission for the
continuation of the use of land comprising part of the gravel pit on the north
side of Church lane, Wormley, for the purpose of the preparation of scil for
horticulture and elso for the retention of the building on the said lend, subject
to the condition that this use of the land be terminated end the building removad
on or before Junes 30th 1979. !

6. Your clients’ aprlication for an award of costs is receiving attention
and a further letter will be sent to you in due course.

7. . This letter is issued as the Minister's determination of the appeals.
An appesl egainst this decision may be made to the High Court on a point of law
unler the provisions of section 180 of the Act,

8. . This letter does not convey any approvel or consent reguired under
any enactment byelaw, order or rc"ulation other than section 13 of the Town and

l)ount:y Plannlng Act 1962,

I em, Gentlenen,
Your obedient Servant,

«

(R.¥.BARTON) P
Authorised by the Yinister
to sign in that behalf.



