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From: Brian Owen 
Sent: 29 April 2025 10:43
To: ks
Cc: Laura White; 'john croke'; tony.brady ; 'Darren Eyers'
Subject: RE: Darcys Place, Church Lane, Wormley
Attachments: Gen Correspondence E280-48 20.pdf; Gen Correspondence E280-48 21.pdf; Gen 

Correspondence E280-48 32.pdf; Gen Correspondence E280-48 35.pdf; Gen 
Correspondence E280-48 36.pdf; Gen Correspondence E280-48 38.pdf

Katie, 
Thanks for your email.  
At the site meeting Mr Croke and others were saying that they considered that the 1981 Enforcement Notice in 
some way permitted the import and deposit of additional material on the site. This was said to be about 
capping the site.  
I had said that I did not consider that the 1981 enforcement notice did permit such activity to take place. The 
notice said that the site should be restored within a 2 year period in accordance with the planning permission. 
The two year period had elapsed many years ago and cannot now be relied upon to give any permission or 
authority to import and deposit waste. I also said that when I looked at the files I had seen records which had 
indicated the site had been restored. I have now reviewed the files again and I attach for your information 
references which show that in the 1980’s that it was considered the site had been restored. I was told by Mr 
Croke that he had legal opinion which confirmed he could rely upon the 1981 enforcement notice to ‘cap’ the 
site. I did invite him to submit any legal advice and we would be happy to consider this. 
 
I also would like to let you know that the site is a dormant site as part of the Review of mineral Planning 
Permissions.  
 
I have attached the correspondence that I was referring to which were taken from past records for the site. If 
there is any further information you would like please let me know. Also if you would like to clarify what work it 
is that Mr Croke is proposing ot undertake and any authority he is relying upon for this I would be happy to look 
at this.  
 
Thanks 
Brian 
 
 

 

Brian Owen 
Team Leader | Development Management | Spatial Planning | Sustainable 
Growth 
Hertfordshire County Council    
Farnham House, Six Hills Way, Stevenage, SG1 2ST, Postal Point: CHN 216 

 
 

 
 
 

From: ks    
Sent: 14 April 2025 11:47 
To: Brian Owen  
Cc: 'Laura White' ; 'john croke' ; 
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tony.brady  'Darren Eyers'  
Subject: Darcys Place, Church Lane, Wormley 
 

Hi Brian 
 
It was good to meet up and view the site last Monday.  
 
During that site visit you referred to some additional material which had not been disclosed in Mr Croke’s 
request under the FOIA, which you considered relevant to the case and which was to be shared with ourselves 
and Laura While following the site visit.  Could you please forward this information urgently so that it can be 
reviewed. As advised on site, this is not the first time that information was withheld, with the case notes 
previously having been shared with Broxbourne and not with Mr Croke  - at that time, he received an apology 
from oƯicer at HCC and confirmation that as per his FOI request all information had now been shared. I was 
therefore surprising to understand that there is further information.  
 
As discussed, it was anticipated that the C’lair application would have been resolved in March  and works had 
started to prepare the site. As seen last week, the site is now starting to green over once again meaning that 
the longer this continues the more preparatory works will need to be respected. Mr Croke also has contacts in 
place for the material to be brought on to top the site in line with the requirements of the Enforcement Notice 
and these are now under considerable pressure due to the delay.   
 
Could we please try to resolve this matter as quickly as possible, so that the site can be restored for 
everyone’s benefit.  Could you please provide the additional information by return today, so that it can be 
reviewed.  
 
Many thanks 
 
Katie  
 
Kathryn Smith MRTPI 
Chartered Town Planner 

  
 
 
**Disclaimer** The information in this message should be regarded as confidential and is intended 
for the addressee only unless explicitly stated. If you have received this message in error it must be 
deleted and the sender notified. The views expressed in this message are personal and not 
necessarily those of Hertfordshire County Council unless explicitly stated. Please be aware that 
emails sent to or received from Hertfordshire County Council may be intercepted and read by the 
council. Interception will only occur to ensure compliance with council policies or procedures or 
regulatory obligations, to prevent or deter crime, or for the purposes of essential maintenance or 
support of the email system.  
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